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I came across a cartoon in The New Yorker the 
other day that struck me on multiple levels.  
The single panel illustration depicted a group 
of children at a birthday party. Although one of 
them was poised to blow out the candles on a 
cake, none of the kids showed any excitement. 
Rather, they appeared morose as a girl of about 
eight quipped “Don’t overthink it—any wish 
that’s not about reversing climate change is 
pretty pointless anyhow.”   

I scrutinized the strip, typically wry and dry, for some time.  
It brought to mind the SCA Climate Survey we conducted  
earlier this year, one that revealed young people often feel a 
sense of helplessness when it comes to global warming.  
I recalled other studies that show rising levels of climate-related 
anxiety and depression among youth. I also contemplated the 
dichotomy of school children engaging in gallows humor. 

Then my imagination kicked into a higher gear. I saw the  
kids in the cartoon, who were of diverse races and ethnicities,  
age a few years. Their party hats morphed into hard hats.  
They traded presents for Pulaskis. Their resignation turned  
to resolve. Yes, they’d become SCA volunteers. 

The difference this organization makes for public lands,  
endangered species, and environmental justice is sweeping.  
Yet if all SCA did was instill in our youth the hope that our 
planet can prevail over current ecological threats and the  

realization that they themselves can help make that happen,  
then to some degree we will have succeeded.

As I write to you, world leaders are preparing for the  
United Nations Climate Change Conference in Scotland.  
Simultaneously, an ongoing landslide linked to thawing  
permafrost has closed the only road in Alaska’s Denali  
National Park. Western wildfires triggered by record-breaking 
temperatures and drought have torched more than 1.5 million 
acres. And families from the Gulf Coast to New England are  
still struggling in the aftermath of severeflooding brought on  
by Hurricanes Henri and Ida.

The time for action—by governments, corporations, NGOs, 
and individuals—is long since here. In the pages ahead, you 
will read about young SCA members working to create a more 
sustainable and resilient America. And in the months ahead, 
SCA will launch new initiatives aimed at mitigating climate 
change and ensuring greater eco-equity in communities  
nationwide. I look forward to updating you on these endeavors 
and encourage your continued support of SCA volunteers who 
are determined to chart a new course for our natural world.

After being somewhat haunted by that hand-drawn New Yorker 
image, I now see it as inspiration. To young people everywhere, 
and especially those who feel like the children in that cartoon, 
I say: don’t blow out the candles yet. For as long as there is an 
SCA, there will be light. And I thank you for making possible 
this welcome glow of promise. 

STEPHANIE MEEKS
CEO AND PRESIDENT

Climate is No  
Laughing Matter 

Siuslaw National Forest, OR
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Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms has released a video  
acknowledging the accomplishments of SCA’s inaugural  
Atlanta “affinity” crew. Mayor Bottoms thanked members 
Elijah Senior, Emanuel Seldon, Jamarcus Carr, Jazmin Hill, 
Jayden Pham, Kene Lively, Leandra Reeves, Robert Wasi, and 
Ryan Soares, referencing each by name before lauding the  
collective achievements of the UPS Foundation-funded team. 

“In protecting and beautifying cherished green spaces and  
cultural landmarks,” she said, “you have enriched our  
community and improved the quality of life for your  
neighbors. I wish you the best of luck this school year and  
in all of your endeavors. And to the UPS Foundation, the 
Student Conservation Association, and crew leaders Lex and 
Riley, thank you for investing in the next generation of  
Atlanta leaders. I look forward to watching this program  
grow for many years to come.” 

LIGHTS, CAMERA,  
SALMON!
Emmy Award-winning television personality and  
conservationist Jeff Corwin (second from right) brought his 
TV crew to Alaska recently to visit with SCA fisheries intern 
Anna Tripp (second from left) and learn about her salmon 
monitoring project at Tongass National Forest. Several species 
have been in decline of late and Anna, a 23-year-old from 
Jacksonville, FL, is charged with collecting field data related 
to adult salmon escapement at a remote fish weir. In this 
photo, she points out a sockeye sampling tank. Corwin’s latest 
program is Wildlife Nation on ABC. He has previously hosted 
nature shows on NBC, the Disney Channel, Animal Planet, 
and the Discovery Channel. 

REMEMBERING  
RICHARD GUADAGNO
On September 11, 2001, Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge Manager  
Richard Guadagno was among the courageous passengers who overcame terrorist 
hijackers on United Flight 93 and forced the aircraft down in western Pennsylvania.  
Since 2015, the Guadagno family has generously funded Richard J. Guadagno 
SCA Conservation Fellowships at the Flight 93 National Memorial and at  
Humboldt Bay NWR. This year, at ceremonies marking the 20th anniversary  
of 9/11, Richard’s father, Jerry, his sister, Lori, and other family and loved ones 
were among those who witnessed 2021 Guadagno Fellow Daniel Freed deliver a 
poignant address at the Flight 93 Memorial. “Richard lived his life in a way that 
makes him impossible to be forgotten,” Daniel declared. “His story didn’t end on 
September 11. It’s still all around us. His passion and love for learning is worth 
more than just remembering. It’s worth emulating.”

ATL MAYOR SALUTES SCA CREW

To view the video, open your smartphone Camera app, position 
the QR Code in the viewfinder, and follow the link that appears.  
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months of planning, Sydney and her team captured nearly 
100 vireo videos. 

“We are so proud of the partnership that Sydney developed 
with the Natural Resources staff at Fort Hood,” says Arlington 
Ecological Field Office Project Leader Debra Bills. “Sydney’s 
organization, communication, and video skills along with her 
conservation education brought that story to life!”

Sydney, too, is pleased by her accomplishments. “We got to see 
the diversity of insects the black-capped vireo parents brought 
the chicks,” she notes, “and witness the insurmountable care 
these parents provided for their nestlings.

“After watching the clips and spending time doing surveys, 
their call is engrained on my brain. It’s one thing to say you 
love wildlife, but this is on a different level: how can you create 
policy that can protect a species?”

Sydney has already begun applying for other Fish and Wildlife 
jobs and hopes to work in urban biology, a special focus of the 
agency as it seeks to broaden its front country constituency. You 
can see her videos at thesca.org/vireos or scan the code above.

AIDING AN AT-RISK WILDERNESS 
James Brown also used remote cameras in his studies though, 
admittedly, that was Plan B. The National Visitor Use  
Monitoring intern at Superior National Forest in Minnesota 
was to have surveyed users on the duration of their stay,  
activities, and other data to better inform forest management. 
“But with the pandemic firing up again, we had to go remote 
with cameras,” James says. “I was really hoping I could speak 
with visitors to get more qualitative data, but…”

CENTRAL
TIME   
 SCA in the Heartland
Many of America’s “marquee destinations” are  
located on either end of the country. Places like  
Yellowstone and Yosemite in the west, and Acadia 
and the Great Smoky Mountains in the east. The  
next 1,500 words, however, focus squarely on our 
country’s midsection, from the shores of the Great 
Lakes to an Army post in Texas. 

This vast central area was once described by Mark Twain as 
“the body of the nation.” It is steeped in history, known for  
traditional values, and thrives as a cultural melting pot. It is 
also host to hundreds of SCA volunteers every year. Many 
of these young people relocate here to discover new sites and 
experiences. Others are locals, happy to remain home and  
give back to a region that has already given them so much. 

And that’s where we begin. With a young woman giving  
wings to a supremely effective prayer.

TO THE BRINK AND BACK
The black-capped vireo’s flight to the edge of extinction  
occurred in two phases. First, the songbird saw its northern 
Texas habitat shrink with the expansion of ranching. Then it 
was hit by a devastating nest parasite and, by 1987, only 350  
of the tiny creatures remained, earning them a place on the  
endangered species list. However, concerted conservation  
efforts, particularly on local military installations, enabled  
this particular vireo to fly off the list just three decades later.

In recent years, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Arlington 
office has wanted to showcase the successful restoration effort. 
Enter Sydney Dragon, a 22-year-old SCA intern, long-time 
birder, and certified Texas Master Naturalist. “My supervisor’s 
dream was to have a live nest feed so people could learn  
more about black-capped vireos and better understand the 
listing-to-delisting process,” Sydney notes.

Turning that dream into reality meant overcoming certain 
challenges. The birds nest in dense, low shrubs and are  
notoriously private. Then there were the technical issues.  
“Like how are we going to get WiFi in the middle of nowhere?” 
asks Sydney. But she soon devised a plan to use solar-powered, 
motion-activated game cameras. “They’re camouflaged, make 
no sound, and don’t glow at night,” she points out. 

Fortunately, the question of where to place the cameras  
was simple. Nearby Fort Hood is home to one of the area’s 
largest populations of mating pairs and this summer, after 

To view the video, open your smartphone Camera app, position 
the QR Code in the viewfinder, and follow the link that appears.  
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In August, amid a prolonged drought, lightning sparked a 
major wildfire. “It was a tinderbox out here,” James recalls. 
“I was on the front desk the day they closed the Boundary 
Waters. I talked to a lot of outfitters who were asking if the 
closure rumors were true. We rushed to put up signs to prevent 
people from wandering into the woods toward danger. It really 
reiterated the importance of what I was doing.” 

Lucia Scarsi, another SCA intern, had been issuing Boundary 
Waters canoe permits and teaching visitors about the forest’s 
vulnerabilities and hazards when the flames erupted. “I tried  
to be the calming voice in a storm,” she says. “People would 
call and say ‘I was supposed to be there next week, but I’m 
watching the news and…’ or they’d show up and say ‘I just  
got here, what else can I do?’ 

“I made sure they got a safe wilderness experience nearby at 
places like Isle Royale and Tettegouche State Park.”

Both James and Lucia stress their bosses kept them far from 
harm’s way. Lucia, a native Argentinian who now lives in  
Miami, admits “I was worried at first, but my supervisor was 
an engine captain” who assured her the fire was many miles 
away. “He said, ‘honestly, I’m more worried about your  
family back home worrying about you.’ The people here are  
the greatest.”

In mid-September, the fire was contained, the Boundary  
Waters reopened, and Lucia welcomed paddlers once again. 
With pride. Born and raised in Buenos Aires, she says  
“going camping is not something my family did. But this  
place is so cool. And being the first face people meet here, 
being able to talk to people in my native language and open 
doors for them—it’s very rewarding. Public lands are for  
everyone and getting more minorities involved in public  
lands is something I want to push for.”

RESCUE 312
SCA community crews operate in 10 cities across the country, 
from Anchorage to Atlanta. These teams help maintain city 
parks while also focusing on environmental education—and 
some SCA Chicago members learned a vivid lesson on one of 
their first days in the field.

After arriving at William Powers State Recreation Area on the 
city’s Southside, the team of two crew leaders and a dozen local 

Last year, as the coronavirus prompted people to seek outdoor 
havens, visitations at Superior skyrocketed. Sadly, many users 
were inexperienced and unfamiliar with concepts such as Leave 
No Trace, resulting in significant damage to campgrounds and 
natural areas. This year, the forest relied on more than a dozen 
SCA members to restore effected areas and educate visitors on 
responsible recreation.

James spent weeks roaming Superior’s eastern districts, home to 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, the most visited 
wilderness area in the country. He’d mount his cameras near 
roads to identify traffic trends and return a few days later to 
retrieve the information, enter it into a database, and relocate 
the cameras. He even convinced his director to add GIS  
mapping to his responsibilities—“I’m known for being 
technologically-minded,” James says—yet some of his favorite 
moments occurred at the visitor center.

“I’m really interested in the interpretive side of things,”  
he states. “Educating people about the environment, why  
stewardship is important, why they shouldn’t modify a site  
for their own use.” (continued on page 6)

Sydney Dragon

“ It’s one thing to say you love wildlife, 
but this is on a different level: how 
can you create policy that can protect 
a species?”  - SYDNEY DRAGON

James Brown
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teens set out to get a lay of the land. “We were walking down 
a trail by Wolf Lake,” says 16-year-old Andres Valadez, “and 
there was a goose waddling on its own. But as we looked closer, 
it was more like limping.”

The young Canada goose was entangled in fishing wire, a 
potential death trap. Andres told his crew leaders he thought 
he could scoop up the bird and they gave him the green light. 
“They trusted me. I really appreciated that,” he notes.

Cautiously, Andres pursued the goose. “Once we reached some 
tall grass, it really couldn’t go anywhere else, so I wrapped my 
sleeve around its neck and just hugged its body. My co-worker 
Marcus [Clements] grabbed some clippers and removed the 
wire. I took it close to the water. The other geese were far away, 
but he knew which way to go.”

When asked what made him assist the ensnared bird, Andres 
considered his reply. “It was like instinct. I had never saved  
an animal like that before. It made me feel good.”

With that adventure behind them, the crew turned to other 
tasks, from removing invasive buckthorn to general park  
clean-up. Brandon Alcala, a high school junior, was pleased 
to pitch in. “I’ve always wanted to help out. Getting rid of 
the garbage around my neighborhood, planting, composting, 
whatever. This was a perfect opportunity.”

Crew mate Joshua Jaurez, 15, concurred. “The working,  
the helping was nice,” he says, “but I also wanted more  
responsibility. It’s not that I was irresponsible, but I wanted  
to learn discipline, how to work hard, show up on time and, 
later, get a job in the correct way.”

As their schedule concluded, Andres vowed he’d never forget 
his encounter with the goose. But something else will stick 
with him as well. “I don’t know how to word it any better,”  
he says, “but humans can really trash everything and the  
restoration process is very tedious. But fixing it helps secure  
a better future, which is what I believe in.”

Environmental stewardship. Personal responsibility.  
Contributing to the greater good. These are all enduring  
elements of the SCA experience. Like points on a compass, 
they will continue to guide young participants throughout 
their lives. And while not exclusive to the Heartland, they 
universally ensure that nature is where the heart lands.  

SCA thanks all involved for making our third annual 
Alumni Engagement Week (AEW) in September a  
tremendous success. Highlights include SCA Giving Day,  
a spirited, 24-hour fundraising event that surpassed all 
goals by amassing over $77,000. 

AEW also brought SCA’s first-ever virtual Career Fair, which 
drew more than 400 registrants and 200 day-of users who 
were able to access jobs, sessions, and other resources during 
and after the Fair. CEO Stephanie Meeks hosted an SCA 
Now Zoom call featuring presentations from active interns, 
alumnae Aurelia Casey (see Page 8) and Jeanette Stawski 
spoke to the theme of reemergence while headlining our 
yearly online Unconference, and the week concluded with 
National Public Lands Day service events managed by 
alumni across the country. 

Mark your calendars now for next year: AEW 2022 runs 
September 19-24.

AEW Was AEW-Some!   

9.21.21

Andres Valadez
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Every workday over the past year, Emily Barrick 
deployed her keycard to access the parking lot of the 
National Park Service’s Western Archeological and 
Conservation Center in downtown Tucson. She used 
that same card to enter the nondescript red brick 
building, and swiped it again to unlock the door to  
the curation room near the back of the structure.  

In this beige, windowless chamber, an array of devices monitor  
temperature and humidity 24/7. Emily makes her way to a 
small work space among a bank of desks surrounded by dozens 
of towering baker’s racks teeming with prehistoric ceramics, 
stone tools, basketry, textiles, and more. But that’s nothing 
compared to the sprawling repository next door that holds 
another 17 million objects and archives.

As she’d already completed archeological coursework at the 
University of Washington, catalogued indigenous artifacts in 
Oregon, and assisted on an archeological dig in Turkey, the 
24-year-old says she needed to experience the museum side  
of her field. 

“All of history is a story,” Emily states. “But it’s not just what 
people have written down and what people have been told. 
What people left behind broadens our understanding of the 
past and how things came to be today.”

As an SCA intern, Emily studies, identifies, and catalogues  
a variety of specimens, most of which originated in the  
southwest. “I’ve been photographing macaw and parrot  
bones, birds that were once native to southern Arizona but 
have since gone extinct. Their remains were found buried  
in local cliff dwellings.”

Sometimes her work involves a bit of sleuthing. “One piece 
came in with a little field tag the archeologist had written.  
It read ‘harness part—coscojo’ (pronounced kos-KO-ho)  
and clearly had something to do with horse hardware. But  
I could not figure out what it could be,” Emily says. “No one 
else in the room knew. I looked at harnesses from today, from  
British and Spanish militaries, from the Civil War era. 

“I tried Google Translate and finally, on the third results page, 
I found a whole article about coscojos from a national park in 
Texas. Their photos matched my item exactly. I found the one 
other person in the national parks who had come across 16th 
century Spanish military tack wear!” 

Research comes naturally to Emily and she recommends it for 
anyone seeking to learn about our past, especially some of the 
more difficult chapters in history. “They’ll use the words ‘clash 
of cultures’ to describe the extermination of certain tribes. Or 
back home [in Washington], the state fairgrounds were used as 
a relocation center for Japanese Americans during World War 
II. Apparently, there’s a memorial plaque on the grounds but 
I’ve looked for it and never seen it.”

Moving forward, Emily recommends using more candor and 
fewer filters in official storytelling. She insists that looking 
away when things are uncomfortable requires one to look 
away from an entire people or overlook important lessons. 
And she hopes her work will give voice to what she calls “the 
outlines, the ghosts” on the margins of what others prefer not 
to mention. 

Sharing the Stories of 
Past and Present

Turn your gains into their gains! 
If you are 70 1/2 or older you can make a tax free gift directly from 
your IRA to SCA to support youth and conservation service. Any 
qualified charitable distribution you make to SCA from your IRA 
can count toward your required minimum distribution. 

To learn more go to: https://plannedgiving.thesca.org/IRA

Emily Barrick
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would be. One shared value amongst all of my internships 
and jobs was this idea of serving my community. Community 
looks different for everyone, but the concept stands: give back, 
amplify voices, and honor those doing the work. 

I examined my role in the communities I interact with. Though 
being a classroom teacher was fulfilling, I wished to work in 
spaces with demographics that mirrored who I am: a Black 
woman from low/moderate income, who still resided in an area 
that fit that socioeconomic background. 

I saw a job opening with Partnerships for Parks, a joint program 
under NYC Parks and the City Parks Foundation. The Catalyst 
program was like a culmination of all my skills and expertise, 
with a mix of new things to learn and apply to my career. Most 
importantly, it involved directly working with community 
members and their relationship with their local park. 

I stepped out of my comfort zone and applied. And it was  
hard to do that. My background is education, whether it  
be environmental or formal classroom. However, through  
each SCA position I had, I was required to engage with  
local communities. I was prepared for this role long before  
I imagined. 

Working with my urban community is not easy; many residents 
notice and voice the issues that environmental injustice imposes 
on their neighborhood and park, and sometimes feel forgotten. 
However, when they see someone who looks like them, with a 
similar demeanor, who shares in their visions and hope, a new 
fire begins to burn within them, one that seeks to honor their 
planet through launching programs in their local parks. 

This is my community.

STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION, INC.
689 River Road
Charlestown, NH 03603-4171

THESCA.ORG
thegreenway@thesca.org

Aurelia Casey first served with SCA 
in 2012 on a New York City crew and 
returned the following summer to help 
repair damage inflicted by Hurricane 
Sandy on her native Staten Island. Aurelia 
would go on to serve eight more times 
with SCA: as an NPS Academy mentor, 
National Park Centennial Ambassador, 
Junior Ranger Camp intern, and more. 
Most recently, the 2021 North American 
Association of Environmental Educators 
(NAAEE) 30 Under 30 honoree presented 
at the SCA Unconference, part of Alumni 
Engagement Week. Here is Aurelia in  
her own words. 

As I reflect on my life and career thus far, I have to smile.  
Had someone offered to bet me when I was 17, or even 20 
years old, that I would be here at this moment, writing about 
my success and sharing my story, I would’ve laughed in their 
face. After dropping out of college, I learned about SCA.  
I wasn’t necessarily interested, but I needed a job, and that  
decision changed my life forever. 

During this pandemic, I reflected on my starting point in  
my career, spending much time dwelling on my experiences  
and how they tie into whatever the next leg of my journey 

   ALUMNI PROFILE: 
“ This is My  
Community”

Maximize Your Impact!  
Contributions made by December 31 will be matched by a generous group  
of donors! Your gift will make a lasting difference in the lives of our young  

members and the public lands we are working hard to protect.

Make your gift today at thesca.org/tgw

www.thesca.org
http://www.thesca.org/tgw

