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fulfilling our

mission  
and 
our

        

promise 
Conservation is a field that is  

heavily weighted in the past—
and with good reason. our natu-

ral and cultural heritage has shaped us 
as a nation and accordingly must be 
preserved. 

Protecting these unique American 
assets is a key part of the student 
Conservation Association’s mission, 
but our focus on the future is equally 
important as it helps brings balance  
to stewardship, from national parks  
to local communities.

For five and a half decades, SCA has  
specialized in original and effective  
strategies for addressing urgent envi-
ronmental challenges, and 2012 may 
have been our most dynamic year  
yet. From career conservation oppor-
tunities for returning war veterans to 
groundbreaking workforce diversity 
initiatives, SCA’s organizational  
 

leadership was surpassed only by the 
individual leadership of our members 
across the U.s.

We not only fulfilled our mission in 
the field, we met our institutional 
obligations as well through sound 
fiscal management and operational 
excellence. I am proud that as we 
strengthened SCA’s financial base, 
we also contributed to the nation’s 
economy by placing thousands of 
young people from all corners of the 
country in meaningful green jobs and 
internships—a crucial boost given  
today’s youth employment market 
and one that offers the promise of 
continued prosperity.

We also expanded our network of  
conservation partners, in both the 
public and private sectors, often in 
pioneering fashion. it is an honor to 
collaborate with so many like-minded 
agencies, businesses, and nonprofits. 

SCA’s success is directly tied to the 
exceptional efforts of SCA’s Board of 
Directors and I salute those members 
whose terms have recently come to an 
end: David Fitch, Fraser Gilbane, Jane 
Goedecke, Charles “Reb” Gregg, Jane 
Rogers, and Josh Stearns. And SCA 
President dale Penny and his talented 
staff redefine operational excellence 
on a daily basis. 

I am grateful to you for your continued  
trust and support and, finally, to the 
young women and men who have 
accepted both the responsibility and 
privilege of serving America’s Great 
Outdoors, and ensuring our tomorrows 
will be greater still.

thank you.

dean W. fischer 
Chairman
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stRenGthenInG AmeRICA’S  
conservation workforce. Advanc-
ing corporate and community 

sustainability. expanding and diversify-
ing the field of young, environmental 
stewards.

While there’s been no change to our 
mission: to build the next generation  
of conservation leaders, over the years, 
the Student Conservation Association 
has certainly revised its methods. 

We still engage young people in hard 
work in national parks and forests,  
but do so now as the first step in a 
continuum of service-learning and 
job training which leads many to 
conservation careers. In addition, 
we’ve broadened the opportunities 
for students on public lands to include 
research and analysis, environmental 
science, public education, and many 
other disciplines. And we’ve moved 
the practice of conservation beyond 
these lands into leading businesses, 
college campuses, urban neighbor-

hoods, and more, guided by specific 
strategies designed to address the 
unique needs of each region of our 
country. You can see what SCA mem-
bers are doing in your area right now 
on the interactive Service map on  
our website. 

Fifty-five years ago, SCA led our first 
volunteers into Grand teton and 
Olympic national Parks. today, SCA 
is leading a movement, fueled by 
members and alumni nationwide for 
whom conservation isn’t a one-time, 
summer endeavor but an ongoing, 
lifelong commitment. Young people 
who use their sCa experience as a 
launching pad to green careers and 
community service. modern conser-
vationists who network online and 
use technology to share their knowl-
edge and enlist countless others in 
forging a more sustainable planet.

this formidable movement involves 
young military veterans training in 

forestry and wildland firefighting, 
university students who move from 
the classroom to the boardroom to 
make businesses more eco-friendly, 
and city teens whose demanding trail 
work leads to promising professional 
pathways. Working together with 
an ever-growing coalition of public 
and private partners, SCA is offering 
myriad new opportunities that enable 
young people to serve in conservation 
and succeed in life. 

All this is possible only through the  
leadership of SCA’s Board of Directors, 
the devotion of SCA’s talented staff, the 
inspiration of sCa founding President 
Liz Putnam and, of course, the gener-
ous support of so many friends like 
you. thank you.

sincerely,

 dale M. Penny 
President/Ceo

blazing  
new Trails  in ConservaTion
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as the national leader in yoUth serviCe 
and steWardshiP, you’d expect SCA—and, 
more importantly, our members—to leave  
a distinctive mark on hundreds of parks  
and communities each year as well as the 
millions of people touched through our con-
servation programs, education and training, 
and eco-outreach. Yet SCA is accomplishing 
so much more.

We are transforming the federal, state, and 
local workforces who manage America’s 
public lands. We are spurring private  
industries and residential neighborhoods 
toward a new era of sustainability. And we’re 
advancing the cause of conservation among 
young people nationwide to ensure they 
safeguard our natural and cultural heritage 
well into the future.

Widely known for building trails, SCA has 
been blazing trails for five and a half decades. 
And the vision that enabled a young Liz  
Putnam to launch SCA years before Silent 
Spring, the Peace Corps, and earth day  

continues to guide us today as we engage 
new constituencies—from young military 
veterans to inner city teens and native 
American youth—and address the most 
pressing environmental issues of our time. 

See where SCA members are serving 
and what they’ve accomplished  
through our interactive service map  
at thesca.org/map.

innovation. 
engagement. 
impact.



“ the sCa veterans fire 
Corps allows me to 
serve my country in  
a whole new way.”



JaMes love enlisted in the Marines  
11 years ago, right out of high school. 
he’ll never forget his first day of boot 

camp and neither will you. By the time he 
reported to the san diego recruit depot, 
as previously assigned, on the morning 
of September 11, 2001, the world had 
changed forever.

Following eight years in uniform, including 
two tours of Iraq, Sgt. Love still wanted 
to serve his country so he joined the SCA 
Veterans Fire Corps, a program that trains 
young military vets for careers in wildfire 
fighting and mitigation.  

“this is both rewarding and a great learn-
ing opportunity,” Love states. “I not only 
am fulfilling my internship requirements 
for college, but I’m providing a service to 
the environment and giving back to the 
local community.”

As America’s armed forces scale back 
their missions overseas, SCA is fielding the 
veterans fire Corps in partnership with the 
US Forest Service to ease the transition 
back to civilian life and protect our public 
lands. We’ve also developed, in collabora-
tion with Pennsylvania State University, a 
veterans-centric tool that allows sCa and 
other nonprofits to assess their readiness 
and ongoing capability to effectively serve 
former military personnel. Indications are, 
it’s working.

In Williams, AZ, Love and other vets 
remove potential fire fuels and conduct 
prescribed burns in Kaibab national Forest. 
the preemptive work is critical, especially 
as the incidence and intensity of wildfires 
grow, but USFS Fire Staff Officer Pete Gor-
don notes the benefits are not limited to 
the landscape. “I’m just proud that we’re 
doing a little bit here to pay back the folks 
who made a sacrifice for our country,”  
he says. 

Love wants a job with the Forest Service 
or national Park Service “so my time 
in the marines will count towards my 
retirement and pension.” he appreciates 
“working with fellow veterans who have 
had similar experiences to my own, unlike 
95% of the young college kids I am sur-
rounded by in school.”

one of those fellow vets is davon Goodwin. 
After receiving a Purple heart in Afghani-
stan, the 23-year-old Pittsburgh native 
signed on with SCA because “I still want  
to give back to our country by restoring  
and improving the conditions in our  
nation’s forests.”

Goodwin, too, has resumed his studies, 
majoring in biology and botany. “my career 
goals are to become an agronomist and 
help to make agriculture sustainable for 
the world. I have served my country in war 
and the Veterans Fire Corps allows me to 
serve my country in a whole new way.”

read a Q&a with love and Goodwin 
and see veterans fire Corps photos 
from the field at thesca.org/veterans

serving  
Young veTerans
as they serve 
their CoUntry
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sCA’S OnGOInG mISSIOn is reflected 
in every facet of nPS Academy. In 
partnership with the national Park 

Service, nPS Academy prepares diverse 
college students from all socio-economic 
backgrounds for careers in national 
parks. this unique initiative provides 
participants with on-the-job experience, 
reinvigorates the park workforce, and 
creates a more inclusive conservation 
community—all while strengthening 
America’s most treasured places.

“It’s not my goal to be a park ranger,” 
notes Wanda murphy, 21, of Pittsburgh. 
“I’m studying accounting and finance, 
but if I can help a park get the most out 
of its budget, then I’ll be doing my part. 

“the sanctuaries and cultural sites 
within the national park system tell an 
all-American story, and I want to be sure 
that story includes all Americans.”

nPS Academy begins over Spring Break, 
at Grand teton and Great Smoky moun-
tains national Parks. Students immerse 
themselves in park history and profes-
sional opportunities before returning to 
campus to serve as Park Ambassadors. 
Come summer, they serve as wildlife  
specialists, researchers and interpreters  
in national parks across the country.

In only its second year, the program 
doubled in size in 2012, just as first year 
alumni began to graduate into perma-
nent Park Service positions. “Until a year 
ago, I had never set foot in a national 
park,” says timarko mitchell, a senior at 
the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. 
“now, I’m taking my first step toward 
a park career. i look forward to help-
ing other people—young and old, of all 
colors and cultures—and celebrate our 
diverse national heritage.” 

View a special nPS Academy video 
at thesca.org/npsacademy

nps aCademY
at the head of the Class
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sCA memBeRS are mainstays in 
national parks and forests, and 
thanks to a partnership with 

ARAmARK, they are also greening 
major U.S. businesses, schools and 
universities. SCA and ARAmARK, a 
global professional services company, 
have joined forces to offer challenging 
sustainability internships in purchas-
ing, energy and water conservation, 
building operations, waste manage-
ment, and more. 

“my mission is to design and imple-
ment a process for tracking sustainable 
food purchasing campus-wide,” says 
SCA’s Chelsea Rozek, an intern at the 
University of South Florida. “By sourc-
ing more food locally, we’ll reduce the 
pollution created by transporting it 
across the country and support area 
merchants at the same time. this 

might not sound as exciting as rescuing 
a species from the brink of extinction, 
but it is just as important.” 

these internships are designed to pro-
vide career pathways into traditional 
operational roles throughout ARA-
mARK and its client locations, where 
environmental expertise is increasing-
ly in demand. “We recognize that our 
workforce is evolving,” says ARAmARK 
Senior Director of environmental 
Sustainability Kathy Cacciola, an SCA 
alumna. “today’s generation wants 
to be connected to issues they care 
about such as corporate responsibil-
ity and environmental sustainability. 
through this program, we are tapping 
into their knowledge and enthusiasm 
to help implement client solutions in 
these areas.”

 

many of those who have completed  
ARAmARK internships are already 
moving into professional positions 
including a purchasing manager at the 
monterey Bay Aquarium, registered 
dietician at the University of Chicago, 
and sustainability coordinator at  
the University of florida. Caroline  
Gorham, an intern at the University  
of north Carolina at Wilmington, 
hopes to follow in their footsteps.

“I’ve always had an interest in the 
environment,” Caroline says, “but I 
couldn’t see myself as a biologist in 
the field. I wanted to work in a setting 
with a more practical application, and 
straddle business and environmental 
issues. It’s awesome that ARAmARK 
supports this approach.”

Follow Chelsea’s blog at  
followme.thesca.org/chelsea 

aramarK inTerns find 
SuStainable  
SucceSS



“ I am proud to say that 
I have done something 
positive that will inspire 
nature lovers and give 
back to the land.”



aLASKA IS hOme tO hALF this  
nation’s wilderness, yet for many 
native youth it remains the Last 

Frontier. “Until SCA, I’d never been out in 
the wilderness,” admits teshonda thomas, 
an Alutiiq and Inupiaq high school senior 
in anchorage. 

SCA is reconnecting Alaska native youth 
with their culture and heritage by forging 
youth-focused networks of government 
agencies, Alaska native corporations, and 
local organizations. 

A powerful job-training partnership with 
Cook inlet region, inc. (Ciri), Cook inlet 
tribal Council, the Arctic Slope Regional 
Corporation and others last year contribut-
ed to a four-fold increase in the number of 
Alaska native teens participating in habitat 
protection, trail construction, and historic 
restoration. “I’ve not only learned how to 
overcome the physical challenge of hard 
work, but I’ve also learned how to become 
a leader,” states teshonda. “I am proud to 
say that I have done something positive 
that will inspire nature lovers and give back 
to CIRI land.”

SCA is also collaborating with Alaska  
Geographic, an educational nonprofit, 
to create new opportunities for young 
women and men in Chugach national  
Forest, and the trails built by SCA members 
in the matanuska-Susitna Borough are 
strengthening the local environment  
as well as the borough economy. SCA  
crew leader nathan Bolton notes while the 
impact on the land is significant, it’s even 
greater on the students. “a lot of transfor-
mation takes place in just one month,” he 
says. “It’s spectacular to see.” 

Our agency partners agree and are quick 
to take advantage. “i have at least four 
people on my staff who started their 
careers in conservation with SCA,” states 
Ann Rappoport, a field supervisor with the 
U.s. fish and Wildlife service in anchorage. 
“SCA is a way for us to hire more youth and 
access better diversity. these young people 
inspire us and remind us why we’re here.” 

“A lot of our folks are retiring,” adds FWS 
Volunteer Coordinator Kristen Gilbert.  
“A lot of institutional knowledge is going to 
be lost, and we don’t have a lot of young 
people coming in. SCA is helping us fill  
this need.”

See what SCA members are  
accomplishing in Alaska at  
thesca.org/alaska

sCa goes norTh
to the fUtUre
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JUst as several trails may lead to 
the summit, SCA provides many routes 
to conservation leadership. One of the 

most effective is our Alternative Spring 
Break (ASB), a week-long introduction to 
the outdoors, conservation, and sustain-
able lifestyles.

thanks to the generosity of founding 
partner American eagle Outfitters, SCA 
doubled the size of last spring’s ASB— 
placing 120 volunteers from scores of 
schools, from big name universities to 
small community colleges, and whose 
studies range from anthropology to zool-
ogy. once on the ground, half the students 
battled invasive Sahara mustard plants in 
the everglades while the others replanted  
a burned-out hillside in Joshua tree na-
tional Park. 

“I learned about mountaintop removal  
mining and alternative energies at school 
and since then i have taken every environ-
mental class I could find,” stated John  
Carroll University sophomore taylor holan.  
“I’ve changed my career goal to working  
for a nonprofit in the conservation field, 
and this SCA project is a chance for me  
to take the next step.”

We can’t say every volunteer arrived with 
such verve but by the time they were 
done, most were seeing the world—and 
their place in it—very differently. “If any-
one had told me a year ago that I would 
spend Spring Break planting Joshua tree 
seedlings or counting desert tortoises, 
I would have been skeptical, but this has 
been a great week,” blogged student 
Jonathan Shafer. “We will return home 
with a new respect for natural spaces, our 
impact on them, and the importance of 
maintaining them for future generations.”

in the everglades, taylor holan noted 
while it may be easier to google moun-
tains and watersheds than it is to visit, 
touch and heal them, the reality doesn’t 
compare to the virtual experience. 
“We are connected technologically to 
everything, but I feel that nature gets 
lost among all those gigabytes floating 
around,” she said. “I’m concerned that 
others my age are missing out on this in 
our wired world and i want to change 
that. When someone has a passion for 
something, it’s contagious, and I plan on 
infecting everyone around me!”

Read ASB volunteer blogs,  
see slide shows at  
followme.thesca.org/2012/asb

sTudenTs Choose 
to give back

120 
volunteeRS

3,400
SeRviCe 
houRS

SCA  
AlteRnAtive 
SpRing bReAk 

by the numbers

58
CAmpSiteS 
RehAbbed

427
nAtive 
plAntS 
plAnted

1,200 
poundS of invASive 
plAntS Removed
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CORDeLL BARneS SAYS enOUGh 
with the gloom and doom about 
his hometown of Detroit. “Giving 

up on a city doesn’t make sense to me,” 
he says. “You wouldn’t say ‘my house 
is messy, so I’m going to leave it.’ You’d 
clean it up.” 

And that’s exactly what Cordell is 
doing, by building trails and clearing 
trash from city parks along with 70 
other local teens in SCA Detroit’s  
Conservation Leadership Corps. 

“You should take pride in making your  
parks look nice,” Cordell reasons. “It’s 
where you live.”

One of nearly two dozen SCA urban 
initiatives nationwide, the SCA Detroit  
 

program was founded with support 
from Johnson Controls, Inc. and is 
delivered in partnership with the 
Greening of Detroit. “the Conservation 
leadership Corps not only focuses on 
hands-on work experience and devel-
oping professional skills,” says Jennifer 
mattes, director, global public affairs 
for Johnson Controls, “it also shows 
the students the importance of  
environmental conservation.”

“We’ve been doing this work for  
50-plus years,” notes SCA Detroit  
Program manager Amit Weitzer. 
“We’re bringing national resources  
to local partners who know the 
neighborhood and know the need. 
that synergy is really powerful.”

From Chicago to houston, and Oakland 
to Washington, d.C., sCa is helping pre-
viously under-represented constituen-
cies pursue green careers and, as they 
enter the workforce, ensuring a more 
inclusive conservation community.

“You can see the work we’ve done. It’s 
apparent,” says milena Preston, 18, 
in detroit. “i got a chance to help out 
my community and do something that 
actually matters.”

SCA members discuss their  
motivation at thesca.org/detroit 

urban ConservaTion programs 
target underServed youth



“ I’ve been able to have 
a measurable impact, 
not just a fuzzy,  
feel-good impact.”



Whereas Green Cities Corps Fellows are 
young professionals who dedicate 10 
months of community service to Citywide 
sustainability initiatives…”

SCA created the Green Cities Corps to  
assist local governments in assessing their 
greenhouse gas emissions and developing 
mitigation strategies. the program col-
laboratively enlists county and municipal 
offices, large and small businesses,  
colleges and universities, and neighbor-
hood residents in the pursuit of a common 
objective: community sustainability.

“Whereas these Fellows have worked to 
implement the Pittsburgh Climate Action 
Plan and other sustainability projects…”

most participants have complete respon-
sibility for managing their own projects. 
For example, Green Cities Fellows have 
developed carbon-neutral strategies for 
building owners, overhauled waste diver-
sion in the city’s health care industry, and 
reduced resource consumption across the 
region’s business sector. “through the 
Green Workplace Challenge, we’ve saved 
19 million kilowatt hours of energy, almost 
9,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalent, and 
saved over 48 million gallons of water,” 
states SCA intern Amanda Verbitski. “I’ve 
been able to have a measurable impact, 
not just a fuzzy, feel-good impact.”  

“Whereas the Green Cities Corps works 
hard to create a ‘green’ way of life for 
Pittsburgh residents…”

Other interns have aided homeowners  
saving energy and minimizing waste; 
they’ve led alternative transportation cam-
paigns and mounted college conservation 
competitions. Collectively, their efforts 
have moved the Pittsburgh region closer 
to achieving its goal of reducing emissions 
by 20% by 2023. And the Fellows them-
selves have benefitted. A third of Green 
Cities participants advanced into full-time 
sustainability positions with the Pittsburgh 
Parks Conservancy, the conservation orga-
nization Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future, 
and GteCh Strategies, a nonprofit social 
enterprise dedicated to sustainable com-
munity development, among others. And 
another 35% of fellows are taking green 
courses in college or graduate school  
in the hope of launching productive  
eco-careers.

“Be it resolved that I, Luke Ravenstahl, as 
Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh, honor their 
great work with the Citizens Service Award 
and do hereby declare this Green Cities 
Corps Fellow Day.”

explore the SCA Green Cities  
Initiative at thesca.org/ 
greencitiesvideo

im
p

a
c

t ,,

building susTainable 
citizenS and communitieS

6,300 ReSidentS mobilized

1,500,000 
gAllonS of wAteR SAved

90 buSineSS CeRtified SuStAinAble

gReen CitieS CoRpS fast facts

1,300,000 
poundS gReenhouSe gASSeS eliminAted
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field triPs are often the highlight of 
any student’s day, but many schools 
can no longer afford them. So, SCA 

takes the field trip back to the classroom.

In manchester, nh, intern Scott Baumwald 
enters a fourth grade class with a small 
sandbox, a watering can, and a large stone 
covered in mud. he instructs one student 
to roll the rock while another showers 
it with water. the stone leaves a mix of 
soil and pebbles in its path, “just like the 
glaciers, thousands of years ago,” Scott ex-
plains. As other pupils blow on the sand to 
illustrate erosion, he asks what the puddle 
in the corner of the sandbox might rep-
resent. One boy’s eyes widen as his right 
hand shoots high the air. “A lake!”  
he shouts.

this is the sort of imaginative, interactive 
lesson that sCa interns have provided 
to every Manchester fourth grader since 
1994—and entire generation of school 
children, more than 12,000 students in all.

“there is no doubt that my kids learn from 
the lessons,” says Carolyn tartsa, a teacher 
at Webster elementary, “but more impor-
tantly, the SCA members are role models 
in the truest sense—young persons the 
children can respect, admire, and aspire  
to be.” 

SCA interns also host an after-class service-
learning program for high school students. 
those who do well go on to assist their  
instructors when the sCa nh Corps turns 
to repairing trails and campgrounds in state 
parks over the summer. the more these 
teen learn, the more they do: serving in 
SCA internships, majoring in environmental 
studies, and entering in green careers.

“What you’re seeing here is a microcosm of 
the SCA program continuum,” says intern 
tyler Laue. “We’re putting these students 
on a path to lifelong stewardship.”

view a slide show of sCa in nh 
classrooms and parks at  
thesca.org/nhCorps

sCa inTerns
Shape the future
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Brilliant, resoUrCefUl, and 
masters of disguise, they are the 
McGyvers of the desert.

they are SCA’s Desert Restoration 
Corps and their mission is to protect a 
vast area of southern California seen 
by many as a wasteland, though the 
region is actually a thriving ecosystem: 
home to the desert tortoise, mojave 
ground squirrel, and foxtail cactus, 
among other rare and at-risk species. 

their primary nemesis is illegal off-
road vehicles that chew the terrain, 
alter the flow of surface water, and 
destroy habitats. Unauthorized social 
trails pose additional threats. that’s 
where the SCA Corps comes in: they 
brush the soil, replant native species, 
and use readily available, natural 

materials to recreate the landscape’s 
original appearance.

“We lined the trail with ‘vertical 
mulch,’” wrote SCA Project Leader 
matt Duarte in his team’s log, refer-
ring to large, corps-crafted creosote 
formations that serve as gentle “Do 
not enter” signs to passers-by. SCA 
has been partnering with the Bureau 
of Land management on desert res-
toration for nearly 10 years, and BLm 
long ago credited our interns with re-
writing the book on desert restoration. 

time has proven that incursions are 
much less likely to occur once an area 
has been repaired, and the overall 
health of the desert is improving. 
But no one said it was easy.

“mother nature seems like she’s  
trying to thwart us with hurricane 
force winds through the nights, 
monsoon-like rains one morning,  
arctic temperatures, bees, and even  
a mountain lion,” Duarte reported. 
“Despite the obstacles, we found 
where riders were entering the wil-
derness and obscured the tracks.”

It’s mcGyver’s code: if you don’t  
want to be touched, look downright 
untouchable.

For more on the SCA Desert 
Restoration initiative, log on at 
thesca.org/desertcorps

resToring
nature naturally



As the Official Airline of SCA, Southwest provides  
hundreds of airline tickets each year for members, 
leaders and staff. As our Conservation in Action 
partner, Southwest and its employees helped plant 
500 trees in Dallas, clean a riverbed in Phoenix, 
clear two miles of trail in Orlando, among many 
other achievements. As one park official in Kansas 
City beamed, “You enhanced the quality, safety, and 
aesthetics of the park. In one day, you completed 
three to four weeks of work for our staff. thank you 
so, so much!”
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touR impACt

SCA TAkeS Off  
wiTh SOuThweST AirlineS
Forty conservation projects in 25 cities. Seven SCA interns  
in one biodiesel RV. Put them all together and you have  
the sCa-southwest airlines Conservation in Action Tour, a 
cross-country showcase of volunteerism and stewardship.

the SCA members travelled more than 11,000 miles, 
led over 2,000 Southwest Airlines employees and other 
local volunteers in conservation projects, and helped to 
protect city, state and national parks from los Angeles 
to Atlanta. “this is the perfect way to celebrate our 40th  
Anniversary,” exclaimed Southwest Airlines President and CeO 
Gary Kelly. “Giving back is something that our people do year-
round. We enjoy partnering with SCA and appreciate all their 
work to make our world a better place.”

9  
mileS of tRAilS 

blAzed

1,000 
nAtive tReeS And  
gRASSeS plAnted

58 
tRuCkloAdS of  

invASiveS & debRiS 
Removed

2,120  
volunteeRS

8,480 
volunteeR houRS
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Dr PePPer SnAPPle GrOuP  
renewS COmmiTmenT
Protecting America’s natural resources and building a 
new generation of conservation leaders—those are the 
primary objectives of a dynamic partnership between 
sCa and the dr Pepper snapple Group.  

in 2012, dpS support enabled SCA interns in all 
50 states to perform water conservation, native 
planting, waste reduction and recycling projects, 
and engage and educate more than 1.5 million 
Americans in sustainable behaviors. over the past 
two years, more than 4,000 young adults have safe-
guarded our public lands while gaining meaningful  
work experience, all thanks to DPS’ generosity.

“We are thrilled to continue our partnership with the 
Student Conservation Association,” says tina Barry, 
eVP of Corporate Affairs for Dr Pepper Snapple Group. 
“SCA’s hands-on approach to conservation strengthens 
our youth, our communities and our environment.  
the organization’s mission effectively aligns with our 
philanthropic priority of supporting environmental  
sustainability initiatives, and we look forward to work-
ing together to make more of an impact in the future.”

through the year, DPS employees joined SCA members 
in service projects in Chicago, Dallas, Gettysburg,  
houston, new York City and Sacramento. 



SCA lAunCheS new  
COrPOrATe AlliAnCeS
In the fall of 2012, SCA announced a new interna-
tional environmental partnership with Domtar  
Corporation, a leading sustainable paper company,  
in support of SCA urban initiatives for youth in  
more than 20 major U.S. and Canadian cities. 

SCA and Domtar commemorated the alliance with 
back-to-back service projects in October. Just out-
side the firm’s montreal headquarters, more than 
50 domtar employees, family members, and 
SCA volunteers planted 300 native trees and 
shrubs and removed invasive plants and trash 
from parc de Rapides, an important migratory 
bird sanctuary. and dozens of volunteers turned 
out at Andrew Jackson State Park in lancaster, sC, 
near a local Domtar mill, to construct a new trailhead 
kiosk, build five picnic tables, and restore an eroded 
lakefront at the popular 360-acre park. many other 
projects are planned for 2013.

“Domtar has a long tradition of being committed 
to enhancing the livelihoods of the communities in 
which we operate,” states Domtar President and 
Chief executive Officer John D. Williams. “these 
hands-on projects provide an additional opportunity 
to express our ‘caring’ value, improve places where 
our employees work and live, and support young  
SCA conservationists.” 

In addition, nestlé Waters north America extended 
its support of SCA programs that provide green job 
opportunities to more than 1,5000 diverse teens each 
year. And a new partnership with Union Bank, n.A.  
allowed SCA members to provide California state 
parks with many crucial extra hands.

20   stUdent Conservation assoCiation  |  thesca.org



GArDen Club Of AmeriCA  
SuPPOrT GrOwS 
SCA crew leaders have a tough job. One minute they 
are teachers, the next they may be guardians, and 
always they are role models. every summer, they safely 
guide hundreds of high school students on a path of 
service, teamwork, and stewardship. But how do these 
leaders gain the wisdom and experience they share 
with their crews?

for the past two years, SCA has partnered  
with the garden Club of America (gCA) in a  
pilot program to place SCA alumni as apprentice 
crew leaders on select crews. Funded by the Sara 
Shallenberger Brown GCA national Parks Conservation 
Scholarship, the program provides college undergradu-
ates with the skills and insights needed to begin  
conservation careers.

“this position has given me the most hands-on lead-
ership practice I’ve ever had,” states Christina Spohn, 
who apprenticed last summer at Wind Cave national 

Park in South Dakota. these positions play an impor-
tant role in the SCA continuum that offers participants 
a series of experiences to strengthen their outdoor 
capabilities, prepare them for professional opportuni-
ties, and instill a lifelong ethic of conservation.

“We are working with these young people at that critical 
time when they are considering what they’d like to do 
in life,” notes GCA Scholarship Chair Laurie Davis. “this 
experience can cement conservation as a career choice.”

the Garden Club of America was one of SCA’s earliest 
supporters and remains among our most ardent, as 
over the years GCA and 185 local clubs have collectively 
donated nearly $1,000,000.



SCA mArkS eArTh DAy  
in biG wAy
One could argue that at SCA, every day is earth Day, but 
hosting 10 signature conservation projects nationwide, 
being featured in 1,000 American eagle Outfitters stores 
across north America, and getting our own Broadway 
billboard made earth Day 2012 truly special.

more than 1,000 volunteers chipped in to help SCA 
protect the planet between April 14th and 21st. 
Oakland mayor Jean Quan joined SCA and the Friends of 
Sausal Creek to clear invasive himalayan blackberry from 
Dimond Park, SCA Philadelphia removed tons of trash 
from a city sanctuary, and SCA Seattle teamed with  
Coastsavers to remove marine debris from the beaches  
of the Quinault Indian Reservation.

“Just finished speaking at Student Conservation Associa-
tion’s earth Day event,” tweeted then-Congressman Jay 
inslee. “My parents led sCa trips up to Mount rainier, 
and those experiences gave me a deep appreciation for 
our environment. thanks SCA for continuing the legacy of 
teaching our kids to appreciate and care for our natural 
surroundings.”

While all this was happening, presenting sponsor American 
eagle and their customers raised $25,000 for SCA, as AeO 
donated one dollar for every pair of jeans purchased dur-
ing its earth Day “Jeans for trees” campaign. But American 
eagle wasn’t done yet—they amped up awareness for SCA 
through its social network of more than six million follow-
ers and highlighted SCA on a 40-story LeD billboard atop 
the company’s flagship store in times Square.

“We’re excited to expand our partnership with SCA in a 
way that will benefit people and communities for years 
to come.” states American eagle Outfitters Foundation 
Director marcie eberhart. Since 2005, American eagle has 
generously provided SCA with more than $1.5 million in 
direct financial aid and in-kind support.

pms 295
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S. D. beChTel, Jr. fOunDATiOn 
AwArDS $500k GrAnT 
SCA is expanding its engagement of underserved youth in the 
California Bay Area thanks to a $500,000 grant from the S. D. 
Bechtel, Jr. Foundation.  

during the three-year grant period, SCA will offer 900 
internships for college-age individuals throughout the 
golden State and 400 positions for underrepresented 
high school-aged youth, primarily in the bay Area.  
Support from the S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation will strengthen 
SCA’s ability to offer a range of experiential environmental  
education, conservation service, and community stewardship 
to all Bay Area participants.

“this generous 2012-2014 commitment from the S. D. Bechtel, 
Jr. Foundation allows SCA to better leverage the support of our 
existing government, nonprofit, and philanthropic partners, and 
to enlist new allies as we expand outdoor service and career 
opportunities for local youth,” said SCA Regional Vice President 
Jay Watson. “this grant will allow SCA to make measurable 
strides in its ability to reach underrepresented Bay Area youth 
and to connect them to conservation service opportunities 
proven to increase their sense of civic responsibility.”

CAreer PreP PrOGrAmS  
eArn TOP hOnOrS
two SCA job preparedness initiatives were  
recognized at the highest levels in 2012.  
in Washington, d.C., U.s. secretary of the interior  
Ken Salazar bestowed a Partners in Conservation 
Award to the Phoenix District Youth Initiative, joint 
workforce development program of the Bureau of 
Land management and SCA. One hundred percent 
of this pilot program’s participants earned offers of 
future positions.

elsewhere, the Wildlife Society named the Career 
Discovery Internship Program (CDIP), created in part-
nership by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and SCA, 
as the recipient of its 2012 Diversity Award. the prize, 
which recognizes innovative programs that further 
diversity in employment, academic enrollment, or 
membership, was presented at the Society’s 75th  
anniversary conference in Portland, or. launched in 
2007, CDIP has grown in scope every year since and 
last year placed some 60 interns in 25 states.



SCA mArkS 55Th AnniverSAry 
wiTh nPS, leT’S mOve OuTSiDe!
As SCA’s roots are in national parks, it was only fitting that we 
commemorate our 55th anniversary last June with a special 
service project in the nation’s capital at Kenilworth Park and 
Aquatic Gardens, one of the most unique units in the national 
park system. 

“Young people, conservation, and parks just go together,” 
stated nPS Director Jon Jarvis.  “that’s what Liz Putnam knew 
55 years ago when she started sCa and we are delighted to 
help celebrate this great organization’s anniversary in one of 
America’s 397 national parks.”

the event was held in cooperation with First Lady michelle 
Obama’s Let’s move Outside! healthy kids initiative. One 
hundred volunteers from SCA, the department of the 
interior, and outdoor nation removed invasive plants 
and restored hiking trails last June, kicking off our  
summer field season. 

SCA fOunDer reCeiveS  
leGACy AwArD
Fifty-five years after starting the youth con-
servation service movement, SCA Founding 
President Liz Putnam was honored by the 
Corps network, which presented liz with a 
Legacy Achievement Award in Washington, D.C.

“Corps impart the value of leadership and stewardship in 
young people all across our country, while preparing partici-
pants for conservation careers,” ms. Putnam stated. “Our 
collective legacy will be a better planet for all.”

Youth corps members and alumni from around the country 
surrounded Liz following her remarks at the Corps network’s 
annual conference. Attendees offered a combination of  
congratulations and appreciation to Liz for helping to create 
the field opportunities they’ve enjoyed across America.

lAkey PeTerSOn, SCA  
CleAn uP AT uS OPen
With longboards, shortboards, and skateboards plus three 
SRO concerts, it was a wild scene at the 2012 nike US Open 
of Surfing in huntington Beach, CA—but SCA helped to  
ensure it was a clean scene, too.

in addition to informing tens of thousands of surf fans 
about SCA service opportunities and how individuals 
reduce their environmental footprint, SCA volunteers 
and staff rid the beach of litter following each day’s 
competition. as one person tweeted, all that waste could 
have otherwise been headed to “one of those gargantuan 
offshore trash islands.” 

Seventeen-year-old world class surfer and SCA spokeswoman 
Lakey Peterson led the week’s biggest project, a Saturday 
sweep that left huntington Beach good to go for Sunday’s 
surfing finals, where Lakey scored a near-perfect 19.76 on 
her way to winning it all after finishing second in last year’s 
event and first in the Junior Division. 

As others congratulated Lakey on her championship, she 
was characteristically focused elsewhere. “I am so stoked 
that everything with SCA worked out so well!” she shouted.



InDIvIDuAlS, FAMIly FounDAtIonS,  
AnD GArDen ClubS
$25,000 or more
Anonymous (4)
estate of alice h. allen
Stephen and Ann Bartram
Bobolink Foundation
margaret and Allen Brown
Cinco hermanos Fund
Charles dickey and  
  Sheila Wyckoff-Dickey
estate of sarah M. ferguson
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Dean and Jenny Fischer
Joyce Friedman
Robert K. Gerloff
Joy and John Gordon
ms. Carolyn B. Gray
martin and Deborah hale
Benjamin and Ruth hammett
George and Marina hatch
Peter and Beverly Jost
the Juniper Foundation
the Kendeda Fund
estate of Jeanne Lockett
Kathy Lynn
Patricia merritt and Jeffrey Scott
Judith nadai
Jacqueline and Kenneth Oldham
Wendy J. Paulson
dale and Mindy Penny
estate of marjorie L. tuttle
Vanguard Charitable  
  endowment Program
the Vosmik Family, Inc.
estate of nancy P. Weston
Robert B. Zuckert

$10,000 or more
Anonymous (4)
James and Kathleen Arner
mr. eric Beringause
Catherine D. Brown
Sheana and Lewis Butler

John and Joan Carpenter
Jerry and Diane Cunningham
David and Susan Dannenberg
Mrs. Catherine M. deMunter
Mr. dave h. dewell
Directions For Rural Action Fund
the Garden Club of America
Jane and Peter Goedecke
Lisa and Leon Gorman
the Guadagno Family
Mrs. francis W. hatch
Patricia and noel holmgren
Steven holtzman and eva Cohen
estate of Linda Kokemuller
dara and todd la Porte
allison levy
d. roger and florence liddell
Mr. and Mrs. daniel Milikowsky
ms. Katrina G. millard
Bette D. moorman
Richard and mary Jeanne munroe
Joan and John murphy
Robert Stephens and Julie Packard   
   nonendowed donor advised 
Fund at the Community Founda-
tion of Santa Cruz County

ned and Susan Palmer
anne Powell riley
Karen Pritzker and michael Vlock
Bruce and elizabeth Putnam
Renaissance Charitable  
  Foundation Inc.
mr. and mrs. J. thorpe Richards
Ann Dannenberg and Glenn Rosen
ellen Schiffman
Schwab Charitable Fund
Jo ellen thomas
U.S. Charitable Gift trust
Van Sloun Foundation
lucy Waletzky
estate of elizabeth A. Wood
estate of Catherine C. yarnelle

$5,000 or more
Anonymous (7)
Alexander and Louise Armstrong  
  Foundation
Guilford and Gwen Babcock
Patricia Bacon
eloise C. Barnett
Patricia Bartlett
Beacon hill Garden Club
t. William and Beatrice Booth
Butler Conservation Fund
J. Philip and nancy Cayford
ms. Linda J. Clark
estate of Frances Cohen-Knoerdel
ms. Susan K. Cooper
mr. halbert D. Crow
Dancing tides Foundation
Roy and Annina Demmon
dayton and dianne duncan
the Betsy and Jesse Fink  
  Foundation
mr. William D. Fischer
Whit fletcher
Garden Club of houston
Georgetown Garden Club
estate of Kathleen D. Gill
Debbie and tim Gratto
Graham and Joanne harrison
mr. and mrs. Frederick K. hayes
William Lannin
marta J. Lawrence
Betty A. Lewis environmental 
  trust
dorothy lichtenstein
Lois and Vincent Lunetta
the matera Family
Barbara meyer
John and tashia morgridge
edward and eunice Ordman
the Puffin Fund of the maine  
  Community Foundation
Robert Rice
Jane Rogers and michael Fischer
Jack and Lynne Rosser
Robert and Dorothy Schmidt
 

steven t. seward and  
  Mary donovan
estate of Dorothy m. Somers
May h. stanton
martha and Lee talbot
mary Jack Wintle
Robert C. Wolf

$1,000 or more
Anonymous (18)
elizabeth and John Ackermann
Deanne Adams and Anthony Sisto
Anthony Albrecht
Robert and Ferial Aldag
Mary and Peter alexander
Peter algert
Ms. eva s. allen
Mr. david anders
Alan and Judith Appelbaum
alan and helen appleford
marian Ashman
Valerie Bailey and  
  Michael Gallagher
Stephanie and Peter Baker
Bar harbor Garden Club
Robert and Barbara Barger
William and Lori Barns
Dr. Richard G. Barr
thomas and Currie Barron
Sharon Z. Barry
James Baur
Bradley and Judyth Beard
Gregory and Beatrice Benesh
Derrick Beracy
mr. William R. Berkley
henry and Rhoda Bernstein
estate of William and  
  Katherine Beyer
Linda Cabot Black Foundation
William and Lois Black
Anthony and Josie Bliss
Gail Bliss
morton and Susan Bobowick
Rena Bransten
mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
James Brophy

SCA iS extRemely gRAteful to the nearly 20,000  
individuals, corporations, and foundations whose philanthropy 
made the ‘SCA experience’ possible for nearly 4,000 members 
this year. Without your deep commitment, we simply could 
not continue to advance our mission. SCA donors continue to 
play a vital role in the organization’s goal of providing 10,000  
conservation opportunities a year by 2020. the following  
pages represent the most generous philanthropic commit-
ments by SCA donors from January 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012.
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Greta P. Brown
Cenie Cafarelli
elizabeth Calfee
Catherine Caneau
Rob and martha Carson
John and Patricia Case
thomas and Carolyn Cassilly
Jane Chandler
Scott and mary Chapman
Paul and Julie Chelminski
anne Childs and Charles Collins
Robert and Suzannah Ciernia
Jean Aubuchon Cinader
heinke K. Clark
susan s. Clark
Paula Cleary and Paul farrell
Stephanie Clifford
Margot and e. h. Close
Patricia and Gary Coe
Christine m. Coffin
William and Janet Coleman
Columbine Garden Club
Combined Jewish Philanthropies
estate of Melisande  
  Congdon-doyle
douglas Conrad
Sylvia and John Constable
nana Corfield
Corners fund
George M. Covington
sarah l. Craig
edmund and Leslie Cronin
Kenneth h. Crooks
ann and dougal Crowe
elizabeth m. Culhane
Curtis and Dorothy Cushman
Roderick and Verena Cushman
Clydia J. Cuykendall
tom and Cyndy Cycyota
Mr. George h. dagnall
anthony dal nogare
Arthur and Aileen Dannenberg
Gordon f. davies

Joan B. Dayton
Jeffrey Dennis
Margaret depopolo
the hardy hill fund of the new  
  hampshire Charitable Foundation
Gerald l. dickinson
Diggers Garden Club
daniel dinell
Wena and david dows
Mr. edward X. doyle
the Cerf-Dunbar Fund of  
   the Community Foundation  

for the national Capital Region
Carol ellis
Judith S. Solomon engelberg
Robert engelman
Stephen and Christine estes
Dave evancich and Kathy Kirkland
evergreen Garden Club
Robert Faiman and Lynne Pentler
mr. Bernard W. Favara
anna felton
Bernice Fenn
Kevin Fink
fritz and lynn fischer
Charlotte Fischer
mrs. Charles Fleischmann
James Fleming
elizabeth Ford
Peter and Janice Ford
William and Janice Forsyth
Jennifer L. Fortin
Peter foster
Barbara Francisco
Ivor Freeman
linda and Charles frick
James and Alice Frost
Arthur Gabinet and  
  Christina Paxson
Marie l. Gaillard
Garden Club of Allegheny County
Garden Club of Cleveland
Garden Club of mount Desert
Garden Club of Somerset hills

dorothy Geisler
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Fraser and James Gilbane
douglas Gill
Joshua R. Goldberg and the  
  Goldberg Family Foundation
Richard and Rhoda Goldman Fund
Beverly Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. ralph i. Goodwin
nancy W. Grady
Robert and Annie Graham
mr. and mrs. temple Grassi
stephanie r. Gray
Green Fingers Garden Club
Lumina Greenway
Lucile and Quentin Griffiths
harriet r. Grose
virginia Guthrie
Lyn R. haber
daniel and alice hall
hamill Family Foundation
natalie hamill
rod and Patricia handeland
Albert A. hanes and  
  Robert e. hanes
mrs. Vernon P. harms
Stanley e. harris, Jr.
margaretta and Jerry hausman
ms. Jeanne hawley
Kathryn hayes
Greg and Amanda hayhoe-Kruger
LeRoy and elizabeth hegge
CleoBell heiple-tice and  
  sidney tice
Grace h. henderson
the Jacob and terese  
  hershey Foundation
nancy and Paul heymann
William W. hildreth
norman hill
Winfred and Libby hill
roger s. hillas
n. holtzman and B. Starfield
michael and nancy honkomp
dr. Carol l. horner
ms. embry howell
Jeffrey and erin huebschman
terrance huettl and  
  tracey Whitesell
Jacqueline hughes
Philip hult and Gail snowdon
Anne humes
estate of elizabeth C. hurd
Kenneth and Kriszitna Inskeep
Joan Intrator
Masayoshi itoh
mary Sue Ittner and  
  Robert Rutemoeller
harold and elizabeth Janeway

hannelore and Konrad Jarausch
nathan and elizabeth Johnson
Philip Johnson
John Joll
mr. Scott R. Jones
Judy Judd
Jupiter Island Garden Club
Laura Kahn
Leah R. Karpen
Carolyn and Richard Keith
Dennis and Joanne Keith
Richard B. and Connie Kennelly
michael and mary Killien
George and Caroline Kinkle
Sandra Klepacki
Ralph and marjorie Koldinger
Jeffrey and Pamela Kovalic
William A. Kumpf
estate of Anthony R. Kyrk
ariana la Porte
Milton lackey
Jean and nicholas Lamont
roger and sue lang
Late Bloomers Garden Club
Dr. ellen Lehman
hollis lenderking
elizabeth P. Lent
larry and donna lesh
Yvette and Liwen
Michael W. lingo
Jane Lombard
Dr. Phil Lombardo
Grace lyu-volckhausen
Walter and Ruth macGinitie
George and Ann macomber
John and Caroline macomber
neil MacPhail
James maddy and  
  Barbara Chapman
Adrienne and John mars
George and miriam martin  
  Foundation
Richard and elizabeth matsch
Jeff and Kate maurin
drs. david and lisa May
Brian and Anne mazar
Jeffrey and Kathryn mcCarron
John and Bette mcCarron
Robert and Lori mcCarron
Cameron mcClearn and  
  Robin Cruz
virginia d. McCulloh and  
  nancy Kohlreiter
henry and edith Mchenry
Paul f. McQuade
dr. Mary Meagher
melissa and John meier
Barbara meislin
friedrike Merck
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Maurice Meslans and  
  margaret holyfield
Mr. and Mrs. Carl r. Meurk
Lawrence and Bernice meurk
Peter C. Miles
Alan and Pamela mintz
hugh Mitchell
Richard and Joan moll
Robert and helen moody
thomas G. mooney
Wayne and hope Moore
moran Family Charitable  
  Foundation
Joseph moreng
William and mary morrill
Mrs. ruth i. Morton
virginia l. Mouw
John and Janet mutti
Christine and Peter naktenis
harold and Mary nash
the nature Conservancy  
  donor advised fund
lyle nelson
new Scotland Garden Club
Paul and Antje newhagen
Gloria P. newhouse
north Country Garden Club  
  of long island
ms. Kelly S. novak
Adirondack Community  
  trust - evergreen fund
Christopher and Jane nye
Ms. ann M. oliver
John and Sylvia Oliver
John K. Orndorff, Jr.
norma and David Ott
Robert and martha Page
Jeffrey n. Pennell
sandra Perkins and  
  Jeffrey Ochsner
daniel and Polly Pierce
Paul and susan Pintus
Ira and Carole Pittelman
Jorge A. Plata
Ms. lois W. Poinier
ms. marilyn R. Pomeroy
Margaret l. Porter
sidney Posel
Philip Preston
Mary W. Priest
theresa Pullets
George and nancy Putnam
edwin and dorothy Pyle
Sidney R. & esther V. Rabb Fund
Patrick and rosalinda raher
signa read
edward and Joanne Rebek
Melinda reed
Katharine Richardson
Rebecca S. Richardson

Kathryn G. Riddell
Beverly and Barbara Ridgely
River Oaks Garden Club
theodore B. Robbins
ms. edna Roberts
Surry P. Roberts
Patricia Robinson
Rochester Garden Club
Arthur Rock and toni Rembe
allison and Peter rockefeller
elizabeth Roemer
Rogers Family trust for the Lakes  
   Region of the new hampshire  
Charitable Foundation

Robert and Ann Ronus
estate of hazel roy
Peter and sally rudoy
Robert and Katharine Ruhl
John mosby Russell
thomas Rutherfoord Foundation
Ms. alice ryan
Rye Garden Club
the Samuels Foundation
mike and Karen Sarikas
mr. and mrs. Kenneth Sauer
Margaret saunders
Ford and Susan Schumann
Charles and Sara Jane Scott
Curtis Scribner
Richard Seaman and Liza Draper
Jeanne Servis and Robert Servis
nancy shaidnagle and  
  Gene luckey
mr. thomas B. Shepard
Robert Sherman
tatsuo shirane
reginald and lynn shiverick
Caroline n. Sidnam
rae l. siporin
Charles W. Smith
Gerard and nan snyder
Joshua n. Solomon
Peter hayes and  
  Pamela Speers hayes
Sydney and Charles Spofford
Kate Springer and  
  douglas springer
helen and Stacy St. John
Joshua Stearns and erica Carlson
mr. and mrs. eugene William   
  stetson
Paul and Joyce Stevens
Douglas and Joan Stewart
Mrs. a. e. stoddard
Jeremy Stoltzfus
stephen strachan
Roger Stube and Anita Lam
the Susan and Ford Schumann  
  Foundation
ms. elizabeth C. Sussman

Robert L. Sutherland
Robin Sutton
Carolyn sweers
Catherine Symchych
t. Rowe Price Program for  
  Charitable Giving
Stuart and Jill tane
Mr. and Mrs. dalton tarwater
Margaret taylor
tara taylor and thomas Currier
ronald and Michelle tenny
ann W. thayer
miriam thomas
Antonette thomson
Anna marie thron and John thron
Janet throop
Pamela m. thye
Marsha and donald towns
Peter trenham and maureen Ryan
trina turk and Jonathan Skow
mary tuttle and David Lemonick
mrs. John R. twiss
Robert and Lisa Unsworth
elsie P. Van Buren
hall and Deborah Van Vlack
elizabeth S. Van Vleck
P. J. Vanasten
Kenneth Vander have
mr. Joseph t. Varghese
elizabeth L. Venrick

helene P. victor
merle J. Vogel, Jr.
elizabeth F. Wadsworth
Isabelle Wald
Mrs. Margaret Wales
Mr. and Mrs. doug Walker
mr. and mrs. Rob Wallace
mr. and mrs. Ken-hsi Wang
George Warrington
Robert and helena Warrington
Marian Warwick
Sylvia B. Weaver
Richard and Betsy Webb
Steven Weissman and  
  laura Mahanes
Abby n. Wells
Walter Wells
frederick h. and Constance West
Ms. holly Whatley
Katherine White
steven and elaine White
Robert and Sara Wicklein
A. tappan and Robin Wilder
mrs. Samuel C. Williams, Jr.
nancy and Wallace Winter
Woman’s national Farm  
  & Garden assoc.
mr. and mrs. Alan Woodman
sara Wragge
Sarah Zimmerman

the lIz PutnAM leGACy SoCIety

In 2010 the Student Conservation Association established the  
Liz Putnam Legacy Society to honor the vision and dedication of 
our founder, Liz Putnam, and all forward-looking supporters who 
join her in planning legacy and life-income commitments to SCA. 
We are immensely grateful to all who have made provision for 
the future, building the next generation of stewards and  
ensuring America’s conservation legacy. 

If you have already remembered SCA in your plans, please let us 
know so we may welcome you into the Society and send you a 
signed copy the the national Parks: Amerca’s best Idea by noted 
filmmakers Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan. to explore options 
for meeting obligations to family and charity, please contact 
hugh montgomery, Director of Gift Planning, at hmontgomery@
thesca.org or 1.888.722.9675 ext. 1151. thank you.

Anonymous (29)
Deanne Adams and Anthony Sisto
Mary l. alchian
estate of alice h. allen
alan and helen appleford
Kenneth and Delma Baldridge
Brooks Barhydt
Dutch and hilary Barhydt
maeluise Barkin
Patricia Bartlett

Paula J. Barton
Barbara and harry Beasley
thomas Beatini and  
  Dina Scacchetti
margaret e. Bell
michael J. Bell
Floyd and estelle Benner
John and Alice Bernet
Rose S. Bethe
Cynthia J. Bevacqua
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estate of William and  
  Katherine Beyer
Isabelle Bohman
Sarah L. Bohrer
Benjamin Bolt and  
  Joan Clemmons
miss Barbara F. Borthwick
marianne S. Brecher
James C. Brice
Catherine D. Brown
marjori Brusasco
Joan m. Bullen
Margaret d. Carter
Marta a. Chase
anne Childs and Charles Collins
Claudia C. Chittenden
heinke K. Clark
mary e. Clemesha
Frances Cohen-Knoerdel
Jo Ann Condry
Melisande Congdon-doyle
Jean Conway
Joy Cordery
ann M. Corrigan
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn r. Coulter
ann and dougal Crowe
Gordon f. davies
estate of Joseph h. Deare
Margaret a. del Mar
Roy and Annina Demmon
estate of John Demunter
Charles d. dickey, iii
Frances A. Dimond
James P. Dougan
dayton duncan
Robert W. eckland
david evancich and  
  Kathryn Kirkland
Garold L. Faber
estate of sarah M. ferguson
Dean and Jenny Fischer
elizabeth and F. Garth Fletcher
Jacqueline A. Franco
Beatrice Frantz
edward J. Fremouw
linda frick
James and Alice Frost
Pauline m. Gaffney
Marie l. Gaillard
howard L. Garrett
Jane F. Garry
alice M. Gates
Walter C. and lorna Gates
mary B. Gayley and  
  William V. Gnichtel
estate of Robert K. Gerloff
Michael and lisa Giguere
estate of Kathleen D. Gill
ann M. Gillard

estate of Fanny Goldfarb
emma Leigh Goodwin
Dorothy Fiore-Gramenstetter and  
  W. howard Gramenstetter
Christina Graybill
Lyn and Ralph haber
ruth hall
Robert hanson and Lyda Dicus
ellen and ellis harris
hester l. hayford
L. Joyce heinzelman
Grace h. henderson
Wilfred and sylvia hill
Joyce V. hiller
Janice J. hoffman
Bernard m. hollander
Patricia and noel holmgren
Anna K. holstrom
helen M. hoover
Becky and matt hope
thomas and Virginia hudspeth
tony and marlene hunteman
elizabeth C. hurd
marjean A. Ingalls
horace D. Jackson
henry and Ardith James
marilyn Johnson
Dorothy e. Johnston
Leib Kaminsky
John m. Kauffmann
Joanne Glass Keith
G. Richard Keller and  
  marcia O. Keller
Kathleen A. Kelley
edna Lee Kelly
Stanley C. Kiem
Bruce D. Killips
George P. Kinkle III
Grace m. Kirchner
helen L. Knopp
Lester and eilleen Koerlin
Jane A. mcLamarrah
estate of Linda Kokemuller
henry and martha Koukol
Ruth S. Kram
Gerald J. Kresge
ellen B. Kritzman
nick J. Labedz
Carol ann lawson
Kirk Lawton
James and mary Leatherberry
Dorotha B. Ledman
Kimberly A. Leizinger
elizabeth P. Lent
larry and donna lesh
allison levy
G. Gilbert Lindemann
estate of Phyllis lindley
estate of Jeanne m. Lockett
James n. macLeod

John and Patricia marino
susan e. Markley
elizabeth martin
Mrs. daniel C. McCarthy
John W. mcClain
Marilee Mclean
Mary M. McPherson
Paul f. McQuade
Bob and marjorie meadows
Gayla Medley
Gail M. Michael
Peter C. Miles
margaret and Joseph miller
virginia Miller
Jane e. minesinger
david s. Misun
hugh montgomery
Robert and helen moody
nedra P. Morgan
virginia l. Mouw
Rich and mary Jeanne munroe
Judith B. nadai
Janet nelson Schlitt
Robert and Anita norman
estate of arthur f. noskowiak
Cathy D. nutter
anne oakes
tamaki Ogata
Robert and martha Page
Carmen B. Pappas
Walter r. Pavelchek
Jeffrey n. Pennell
dale and Mindy Penny
sandra Perkins and  
Jeffrey Ochsner
Daniel B. Perry
alexandra Pligavko
anne Powell riley
Philip Preston
Pamela Pritchard
Bruce m. Putnam
elizabeth Cushman titus Putnam
Jo Ann S. Putnam-Scholes
Patrick and rosalinda raher
Francis h. Rasmus, Jr.
Kimberly B. Reene
Jonathan and Alice Richardson
Linda and William Richter
Mary C. riley
Jean B. Rogers
estate of hazel roy
John mosby Russell
Joan S. Samara
Jay and meg Satz
Joanna B. Savery
Dorothy J. Schauffler
dwaine schuldt
edith schwartz
Lucretia L. Scott
Bernice S. Seiden

steven t. seward and  
  Mary donovan
thomas B. Shepard
rae l. siporin
Sarah Skimin
Greta Smith
mcGregor and Jacqueline Smith
Vera F. Smith
Patty J. Snow
estate of Dorothy m. Somers
Alfred and elfrieda Sommer
Jed L. Staley
helga I. Stamp
Les h. Stanfield
Bill W. Staudenmaier
Robert and Joan Stearns
Myrne M. steininger
merlyn W. Storm
Robert Summers and Orly Yadin
martha hayne talbot
Jessica h. tava
Peggy taylor
Jean W. tease
dr. and Mrs. eugene h.  
tennyson, Jr.
Inga e. thompson
Phyllis J. thompson
Ann A. titus Charitable Remainder  
  Unitrust
Diane L. trembly
Stephen trimble
estate of marjorie L. tuttle
edward r. Uehling
Karen S. Usher
helene P. victor
elizabeth F. Wadsworth
Francis W. Warren, Jr.
Janet and Philip Warren
James m. Watt
Sylvia B. Weaver
Janice Weinman
estate of nancy P. Weston
Ruth B. Whipple
Glenn D. White, Jr.
Cheryl Wilfong and  
  William mcKim
Betty B. Willey
Scott J. Winemiller
richard M. Wizansky and  
  todd W. Mandell
Michael C. Wolf
Robert C. Wolf
elizabeth A. Wood
Virginia B. Wood
Carolyn J. Woodbury
Arthur F. Wortman
Betty and Roger Wrigley
estate of Catherine C. yarnelle
Georgia s. young
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CorPorAtIonS & FounDAtIonS

$500,000 or more
Johnson Controls, Inc.
Richard King mellon Foundation

$100,000 or more
Anonymous (1)
American eagle Outfitters  
  Foundation
American Park network
Aramark Corporation
S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Claude Worthington Benedum  
  Foundation
the Boeing Company  
  Charitable trust
the Boston Foundation
Colcom Foundation
the Countess moira Charitable  
  Foundation
Jessie B. Cox CLt - Cox Family Fund
dr Pepper snapple Group
exelon Foundation
exxonmobil Foundation
the Kendeda Fund
national Forest Foundation
nestle Waters north America
southwest airlines

$50,000 or more
the Bank of new York mellon  
  Charitable Foundation
the Birmingham Foundation
the Brown Foundation, Inc.  
  of houston
the Bullitt Foundation
the Morris and Gwendolyn  
  Cafritz Foundation
Ciri
earthShare America
the Grable Foundation
Greater milwaukee Foundation
the heinz endowments
houston endowment Inc.
the Joseph & Vera Long  
  Foundation
L.L. Bean
mars Foundation
mazda Foundation
William Penn Foundation
PSeG Foundation, Inc.
elmina B. Sewall Foundation
shell
Sony USA Foundation, Inc.
the teW Foundation
Unilever United States Foundation
the UPS Foundation
Vidda Foundation -  
  michael Brewer Fund
West Monroe Partners llP

$25,000 or more
Anonymous (1)
Bothin Foundation
Buhl Foundation
the Carruth Foundation, Inc.
Chevron Corporation - DC
Chicago Community trust
Clark-Winchcole Foundation
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
DS Waters of America, Inc.
el Paso Corporation
Fairfield County Community  
  Foundation
Forest County Potawatomi  
  Community Foundation
Ge Asset management
GGS Foundation
David and Barbara B. hirschhorn  
  Foundation
the home Depot Foundation
horizon Foundation, Inc.
the martin Fabert Foundation
the John merck Fund
motiva enterprises LLC
the Curtis and edith munson    
  Foundation
national Fish & Wildlife  
  Foundation
new York Community trust
PnC Foundation
Pottery Barn Kids & teen
Public Service of new hampshire
rei
saP
Skagit environmental endowment  
  Commission
State Street Foundation
Sustainable Pittsburgh
the Wallace Genetic Foundation
the Wortham Foundation

$10,000 or more
Anonymous (1)
Alcoa Foundation
Amtrak
Arizona Community Foundation
Bank of America - Boston
the Batchelor Foundation
the herb Block Foundation
Campbell Soup Foundation
Citizens Bank Foundation
the Community Foundation  
  for northern virginia
the Community Foundation  
  for Prince George’s County
the Community Foundation  
  of santa Cruz County
ConocoPhillips
edwin W. and Catherine M. davis  
  Foundation
Delaware north Companies
energizer Charitable trust

Fiduciary trust Company
Ge energy
harley-Davidson Foundation
Roy A. hunt Foundation
Johnson & Johnson
the Kimball Foundation
Laurel Foundation
Jacob and Charlotte Lehrman  
  Foundation
the Lightfoot Foundation
the maine Community  
  Foundation
marathon Oil Corporation
marpat Foundation, Inc.
Milwaukee area Workforce  
  Investment Board, Inc.
edward S. moore Family  
  Foundation
the morningstar Foundation
the norcliffe Foundation
Connecticut Light and Power
Orange County Community  
  Foundation
Panhandle energy
Patagonia
Prince Charitable trusts
the Prudential Foundation
Purdue Pharma L.P.
schick Wilkinson-sword  
Robert m. Schiffman Foundation
the Seattle Foundation
the Seedlings Foundation
the Sierra Club
harold Simmons Foundation
Staples Foundation
traCo div of alcoa
Union Bank Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Wisconsin energy Foundation
Wolpoff Family Foundation
the Xerox Foundation

$5,000 or more
Anonymous (1)
Appreciation of earth and  
  Animal Foundation, Inc.
Corina higginson trust
JPmorgan Private Bank
Ben e. Keith Company
Outdoor Foundation
Pearson Family Charitable  
Foundation
the Peterson Charitable  
  lead trust
the San Francisco Foundation
the John Ben Snow memorial  
  trust
the sprout fund
tapeats fund
atsuhiko & ina Goodwin tateuchi  
  Foundation
tides Foundation
tOSA Foundation

nAMeD FunDS
SCA maintains a number of 
endowed funds to support 
volunteers and priority  
programs. We appreciate 
special funds established in 
honor of volunteers, staff  
and other friends.

the Blaustein Foundation, Inc.
Ann Fraser and George Brewer  
  memorial
Brenda m. Cercone memorial Fund
Scott Croll memorial Fund
the elizabeth and e. Sanderson  
  Cushman memorial Fund
Robinson Cushman memorial Fund
the Dannenberg Family Fund
Gordon and Marion davies  
  endowment Fund
Jack Dolstad Fund
Betsy and Jesse Fink Fund for  
  SCA Advancement
henry s. francis Wilderness  
  Workskills fund
Peter Marshall french scholarship  
  fund
Leon and Lisa Gorman endowment 
  for diversity in the outdoors
Frederick John Kubeck memorial  
  fund
the Charles W. and fern e. lynn  
  fund
Betsy matsch memorial Fund
Pamela matthews Fund
Sarah Jane mcCarron Fund
Karen norton memorial Fund
Grace hendricks Phillips  
  scholarship fund
Walter e. Rice endowment Fund
Al Ryan memorial Fund
Brian e. Scanland memorial Fund
Gen shirane fund
David D. Wadsworth memorial Fund
A. Scott Warthin, Jr. memorial Fund
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SCA boArD oF DIreCtorS
AS OF 10/2012

ROBeRt ALDAG III
Consultant
Paradise valley, arizona

PAtRICIA C. BACOn
First Republic
san francisco, California

eDmUnD BARtLett III*
Private investor
Chevy Chase, Maryland

mARGARet L. BROWn
Ciri
anchorage, alaska

Claire P. CaUdill
houston, texas

JOAn COUSAR
Jacksonville, Florida

ChARLeS D. DICKeY III*
Retired
Seattle, Washington

dayton r. dUnCan
Florentine Films
Walpole, new hampshire

LILLIAn BLOCh FALeSe*
University of Ca
san francisco, California 

dean W. fisCher
West Monroe Partners llC
Chicago, illinois

JOhn G. GORDOn
Prudential Insurance Co.
newark, new Jersey

 tiMothy C. Gratto
dr Pepper snapple Group
Plano, texas

Martin M. hale
hellman Jordan management Co.
Boston, massachusetts

BLAne A. hARDInG
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

GeorGe W. M. hatCh
fourth street Press
Beverly, massachusetts

SteVen C. hOLtZmAn
Boies, Schiller & Flexner, LLP
oakland, California

JOhn hOWARD
Attorney
Boulder, Colorado

PatriCia Merritt
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
new york, new york

ALAn L. mIntZ
Vanness Feldman
District of Columbia

JOAn B. mURPhY
o X ranch
Phoenix, arizona

JACQUeLIne L. OLDhAm*
Consultant
Boulder, Colorado
 
ShAnnOn P. QUISt*
national museum of the American Indian
District of Columbia

JOhn J. ReYnOLDS
national Park Service [Retired]
Crozet, virginia

steven t. seWard
Van ness Feldman
Seattle, Washington

thOmAS B. ShePARD
Partner Concepts
san francisco, California

C.S. VOSmIK*
Private investor
Sabot, Virginia

G. ROBeRt WALLACe
Rob Wallace Group
District of Columbia

eRneSt C. WOnG*
site design group ltd
Chicago, il

honorAry DIreCtorS
eLIZABeth C. tItUS PUtnAm*
founding President

mARthA hAYne tALBOt
Co-founder

AluMnI CounCIl
JeFF Chen*
Fulton, mD, Chairman

JAmeY AnDeRSOn*
Washington, dC

KeLLY COX*
raleigh, nC

CRAIG DICht*
Joshua tree, CA

LeAh DURAn*
oakland, Ca

GReG JACKSOn*
Seattle, WA

ChRIS OSWALt*
texas

JACI SAUnDeRS*
Seattle, WA

nAthAn tAXeL*
Cleveland, oh

JOhAnnA WeAVeR*
san francisco, Ca

*SCA Alumni
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SCA nAtIonAl CounCIl
AS OF 7/2011

JACK ChIn*
Blueprint Research & Deisgn
san francisco, Ca

WilliaM C. ColeMan
Clf ventures
Boston, mA

thoMas Collier
Steptoe & Johnson
Washington, dC

Charles h. Collins
the forestland Group
Cambridge, mA 

JeSSe m. FInK*
Mission Capital
norwalk, Ct

david fitch
houston tX

KAthRYn S. FULLeR
Washington, dC

JAne GOeDeCKe
Boston, mA

SCOtt D. IZZO
RK mellon Foundation
Pittsburgh, PA 

thOmAS LOVeJOY
the heinz Center
Washington, dC

PAtRICK F. nOOnAn
the Conservation Fund
arlington, va

WenDY J. PAULSOn
Chicago, il

fred PresCott
LL Bean
freeport, Me

BRUCe m. PUtnAm
Shaftsbury, Vt

ALLISOn WhIPPLe ROCKeFeLLeR*
new york, ny

theodore roosevelt iv
Barclays Capital
new york, ny

JAmeS G. SPeth
Strafford, Vt 

leslie tUrner
atlanta, Ga

rand WentWorth
land trust alliance
Washington, dC

Mary WilliaMs
Phoenix, AZ

oFFICerS
dean W. fisCher
Chairman

steven t. seWard
Vice Chairman

dale M. Penny
President & Ceo

Martin M. hale
treasurer

PeteR h. JOSt
secretary & General Counsel

VALeRIe J. BAILeY
Assistant Secretary & executive Vice President

RIChARD J. SeAmAn
Assistant treasurer & Chief Financial Officer

exeCutIve teAM
dale M. Penny
President & Ceo

VALeRIe J. BAILeY
Chief of Staff & executive Vice President

RIChARD J. SeAmAn
Chief Financial Officer

ROBeRt C. COAteS
Senior Vice President for Program

steven t. nolan
Senior Vice President for Business Development

JAmIe m. PAtten
Senior Vice President for marketing

*SCA Alumni

#11313
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in Addition to ACCompliShing 
ouR ConSeRvAtion obJeCtiveS, 
sCa is pleased to report that we also 
met our fiscal objectives in FY 2012 
with solid performances from across 
the organization strengthening an 
already-firm financial foundation.

Increased operating efficiencies and other reforms  
further contained general and administrative costs to 
the point where we put 87.5 cents of every dollar raised 
directly into our conservation programs, delivering 
maximum value on your investment in SCA.

In addition, we diversified and expanded our funding 
sources, which in turn attracted new corporate  
and philanthropic commitments to help drive bold  
eco-initiatives and youth engagement strategies.  

Following a thoughtful planning process with our board 
and management, SCA also implemented new systems 
and operational practices that enabled us to improve  
our service to partners, clients and members. Just as 
important, these upgrades allowed us to address  
specific regional and local environmental challenges 
while increasing our overall conservation impact  
across the nation.

these outcomes occur as our government partners are 
forced to do more with unprecedented reductions in 
resources, making SCA’s increased capacity, creative 
programming, and pinpoint recruiting all the more 
imperative. 

By all measures, SCA is stingy on administrative  
expenses and focused on field programs, and our  
responsible fiscal stewardship has improved our  
balance sheet, increased opportunities for future  
investments, and ensured another operating surplus.

For all our partners—members, alumni, philanthropic 
donors, government agencies, corporations, foundations, 
universities, and local communities—SCA is committed to 
retaining your trust and support every day and perform-
ing at new levels of excellence for years to come. 

sincerely,

Richard Seaman, Chief Financial Officer

 finanCial report 2012 



 finanCial summary2012
      

stateMent of oPerations    
year ended March 31, 2012

operating Revenue and other Support

Program revenue $25,024,258

Contributions and private grants 5,782,356 

net assets released from restriction 2,272,643 

Other income 138,588 

total operating revenues  
and other support

$33,217,845 

operating expenses

field expenses $21,886,255 

Program support and development 5,687,798

Participant recruitment 1,387,258 

General and administrative 2,747,239 

fundraising 1,375,037 

total operating expenses $33,083,587 

Surplus from operations $134,258 

stateMent of finanCial Position    
year ended March 31, 2012

total assets $21,757,358 

total Liabilities $11,367,261 

Changes in net Assets

Unrestricted - from operations $134,258 

Unrestricted - from nonoperating  
activities

314,965 

temporarily restricted (664,133)

Permanently restricted 109,481 

total change in net assets (105,429)

net assets, beginning of year 10,495,526 

net assets, end of year $10,390,097 

 
Board Designated Funds $5,260,009 

donor restricted funds $4,789,006 

total endowment Funds $10,049,015
 

lASt yeAR, SCA impRoved  
itS opeRAting effiCienCy,  
spending 87.5% of every dollar  
raised on conservation programs,  
vs. the industry average of 78% 

n Program expenses 

n General & Administrative 

n fundraising  

2010

81.3%11%

7.7%

2010

87.5%8.3%

4.2%

(source: Center on nonprofits and Philanthropy,  
“environment and Animals sector”)

87.5%

78%
industry 
standard

SuPPOrT&
revenue 

exPenSeS

n Program Income 

n Foundation and Corporate Grants

n Gifts from Individuals
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videoS, photoS, blogS And moRe—ConneCt with  

SCA’S online Community At  jointhesca.org



videoS, photoS, blogS And moRe—ConneCt with  

SCA’S online Community At  jointhesca.org



SCA national office   
4245 north Fairfax Drive
Suite 825
Arlington, VA 22203
703.524.2441

thesca.org

Printed on Domtar EarthChoice®  
high quality paper with a conscience.

DO SOmeThinG GrAnD
foR ouR youth And ouR lAnd

Liz has devoted a lifetime of service to SCA. She is also helping  
to ensure that our natural world will be protected for years to 
come by including SCA in her estate plans. Join forces with Liz  
and leave a lasting legacy to SCA. You can remember SCA in  
your will or living trust or simply name SCA as a beneficiary of 
your IRA, 401(k), a life insurance policy, or a bank or brokerage 
account. In appreciation, you will be welcomed into SCA’s  
Liz Putnam Legacy Society. 

For further information or to let us know that you have included 
sCa in your plans, please contact hugh montgomery at  
(603) 504-3241 or hmontgomery@thesca.org.
           

leAve A legACy to SCA
“ Imagine the cumulative impact we would have on  
our natural world if all of us who care so deeply did 
whatever we could, large or small, to help build new 
generations of conservation leaders by planning  
legacy gifts to this great organization.”  

              – liz Putnam, SCA Founding President

SCA boise 
1491 tyrell Lane 
Boise, ID 83706 
208.424.6734

SCA California/Southwest 
1230 Preservation Park Way 
Oakland, CA 94612 
510.832.1966

SCA Charlestown 
689 River Road 
Charlestown, nh 03603 
603.543.1700

SCA Chicago
224 S michigan Avenue
Suite 400
Chicago, IL 60604
312.239.1661

SCA houston 
3015 Richmond Avenue
Suite 290
houston, tX 77098
713.520.1835

SCA northwest 
1265 South main Street  
Suite 210 
Seattle, WA 98144 
206.324.4649

SCA pittsburgh 
239 4th Ave, Suite 2100 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 
412.325.1851


