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SCA’s Canyon de Chelly crew (inset) helped control invasive species to protect cliff dwellings and other cherished resources.

Learning Amid Nature in the Navajo Nation
by SCA Crew Leader Tomás Quezada

YA’AT’EEH MEANS “GOOD.” Good for you, good for me,
good for everything that surrounds us. It’s the typical greeting
you hear from the Diné, or the Navajo, at Canyon de Chelly
National Monument. It’s also a constant reminder of how you
feel at the canyon: good.
This summer I led an SCA crew here that was comprised
entirely of Native American students from surrounding
communities. SCA began fielding such crews five years ago
to teach local teens to act as caretakers for places sacred to
their culture and to open career pathways.

Immersing myself in my crew’s way of life is something
I haven’t really had the opportunity to experience previously
(I’ve led two SCA crews prior to this one). We built a Hogan, a
traditional Navajo dwelling, and a Cha’aoh, a shade structure.
My crew also opened my eyes to a diverse array of foods,
games, and folklore.
I quickly came to realize that I was probably more of a student
than my students were.
(continued on page 2)
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Learning Amid Nature in the Navajo Nation continued from page 1

In sharing some of my own Latino culture, I was surprised to find similarities
that allowed us to compare and contrast stories from our respective pasts.
We cried, we laughed, and we sometimes got angry. With everything we
shared, we grew closer.
My main reason for being an SCA crew leader is to change my students’
lives, but also to allow myself to change along the way. When I bond with a
particular crew, that’s when I know I’ve accomplished my mission. Looking
back, I realize how important I was to these students and how important
they were to me.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Thanks and Giving
As I write this message, the SCA board
of directors is preparing to gather for its
fall meeting. Our agenda includes a new
strategic plan, innovative eco-service
initiatives, a stronger diversity and inclusion
policy, and more. In short, SCA remains an
active, vital, and forward-moving leader for
our land and youth.
As you read this message, I hope your
agenda includes holiday preparations
and time with loved ones. As you’ll see
in these pages, many in the SCA family
are already in the spirit of the season.
SCA crew members’ connections with
nature and each other grow fast and deep,
and I am especially warmed by our Canyon
de Chelly team’s extended embrace of
the supporters who make these powerful
experiences possible.
Also offering heartfelt thanks in this issue is
a caring mother who wrote to express her
gratitude as her son opens a new chapter
in life with the strength and confidence he
earned through SCA. She specifically asked
us to share her message with you, and I
hope you’ll enjoy reading it.

I think that this is why my Canyon De Chelly crew became my favorite. One
member vowed to join an SCA national crew next season. Another gained
great confidence in her abilities and her sense of self-esteem was noticeably different by our final days together. The youngest member of the team
initially struggled in his communication and often became frustrated with
procedures and polices he didn’t understand. Ultimately, he came to recognize that his feelings were valued, even feelings of frustration, and that he
had a right to question why certain decisions were made. I consider this to
be a huge success.
At Canyon De Chelly, you go into the canyon with some fear and misunderstanding, and you leave with content and wisdom that you will hopefully
pass on to those that you love. Although I experienced only a fraction of
life inside the canyon, I saw that this world needs the close connection to
mother earth and father sky that the Navajo have had for millennia.
We would like to thank the staff at Canyon de Chelly for being so helpful and
supportive, especially Wilson Hunter for being such a crucial part of our team
and creating this opportunity. We’re also grateful to Eric Beringause, Atlantic
Tele-Network/Navajo Tribal Utility Authority (NTUA) Wireless, and other
funders who made this crew possible. All of us hope to one day return to
Canyon de Chelly and revisit those who helped make our experience so
unique and wonderful.

See the crew’s home-made video at thesca.org/cach

Amid the travels, get-togethers and, yes,
even board meetings, on our respective
calendars, it is also natural at this time to
reflect on what is truly important in our lives
and plan accordingly for the future. Your
generous contributions profoundly impact
our environment and our young people.
Please be sure to include SCA in your
year-end giving.
For now, allow me to share my own
appreciation for all you do to support us
in our mission. I wish you the warmest
and safest of holiday seasons.
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The crew’s production is especially creative—they even include a “blooper reel” at the end
of their video.
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Caitlin Sebok’s crocodile monitoring has helped this once endangered species rebound.

Intern Aids Crocodile Comeback
Stretching to 13 feet long and weighing in at over a ton, the
American crocodile can seem quite imposing. But in reality,
this unique reptile—found only in the brackish coastal waters of
south Florida—is struggling. Decades of habitat depletion once
reduced the crocodile population to a mere 200, and although
recent conservation measures have sparked an encouraging
rebound, climate change now poses a new threat.
At Crocodile Lake National Wildlife Refuge, SCA intern Caitlin
Sebok keeps an eye on nesting areas, as well as a network
of automated cameras. She recently captured 760 photos of a
single mother croc and her hatchlings. “She worked for more
than twenty hours making sure every single baby was out of
the nest,” Caitlin marvels.
Once the young ones are on their own, Caitlin hops into a
kayak—and sometimes straight into a mangrove swamp—
to capture, measure and mark as many as possible to help
biologists monitor the creatures’ growth and survival.
“We paddle up fast, grab them with our bare hands and place
them into buckets,” she says. “Surprisingly, the hatchlings don’t
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even try to bite you. They chirp warning calls from beneath
the mangroves and scatter in all directions, but we try to catch
every last one.” After processing, the babies are released.
In addition to rising sea levels, crocodile hatchlings must deal
with preying herons and tarpon. At just 10%, their survival rate
is low, “but that’s typical among wild reptiles,” Caitlin notes,
adding that since the monitoring project she’s advancing
began in the 1970s, the crocodile count has grown ten-fold.
As the two-time SCA intern prepares to end her stay in Florida,
she is grateful to play a role in this iconic reptile’s comeback
and for the associated career boost. “I’ve gained valuable
hands-on experience as a field technician, as well as a deeper
appreciation for conserving valuable species,” Caitlin says.
“And hey, not everyone can say they’ve wrangled thirty-four
crocodiles in a single night!”

Help SCA protect American crocodiles and other
threatened or endangered species—make your
gift today at thesca.org/give

3

4

Student Conservation Association

A Parent’s Perspective
The infographic on the facing page conveys the impact SCA
has on youth development, as determined by independent
researchers. At the same time, a parent’s perspective is also
quite telling.
Kit Lewis is Parker Davis’s mother; Parker is a four-time
alumnus from Seattle. When he graduated from college,
Kit sent us a poignant note.

Year-End Matching
Gift Opportunity

“Make no mistake,” she wrote, “SCA was a pivotal factor in
Parker’s drive toward college and a promising future. In SCA,
he discovered that the world is full of limitless possibility….
That he could take an impenetrable forest and make a path
through it, not only for himself, but for others, too.”
Following each crew, Kit saw in Parker many of the same
qualities identified by the Search Institute: an increased sense
of confidence, a renewed willingness to embrace challenge, a
desire to contribute to the greater good. “He has matured so
much…his SCA crews out-of-state were the most liberating;
he could reflect and ponder his place in this world.”
Parker graduated from Western Washington University.
Previously, when he earned his high school diploma, his
parents tied a bow to a shiny Pulaski, the trademark tool of
SCA trail builders. “I’ve never seen him so delighted,” Kit stated.
“It’s a symbol of those SCA years and a big part of who he is
and who he’s becoming.

DOUBLE

“I hate to sound so melodramatic, but I really do believe that
SCA did for Parker what only the very best teen programs can
do: took him away from his parents, away from his high school,
and into a brand new world with beauty, accountability, hard
work, fun times and supportive mentors.

of your support!

“I can’t tell you how important that has been for Parker, and
for this mom….On behalf of the Village That Raises Children,
thank you so much.”
And SCA thanks those whose support makes transformative
experiences like Parker’s possible.

THE IMPACT

Thanks to a generous private foundation—
which shares our commitment to youth
and conservation—every gift made between
now and December 31st will be matched…

UP TO $125,000 !
ACT NOW—Your gift will be matched,
doubling the impact of your support!
We all have the power to make a difference,
and your gift today will be used to ensure
that our youth can continue to preserve
our public lands now and into the future.

Use the attached envelope,
or give securely online:

Parker on his first SCA crew and at his 2015 graduation.
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thesca.org/matchtgw
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SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT:

STEPHANIE JEFFRIES

In addition to being an SCA donor, Stephanie is an alumna, an
author, and a professor at the University of North Carolina’s
Department of Forestry & Environmental Resources.

SCA: What’s the trick to teaching forest ecology?
SJ: Seeing through a scientific lens. Watching students make
observations, probe hypotheses, and speculate—in short,
thinking like ecologists—is fantastic. You can see it dawning on
them that science is really not about what we already know, but
instead about discovery.

SCA: What do you and co-author Tom Wentworth (left) aim
to achieve with Exploring Southern Appalachian Forests?
SJ: We hope to create more ecologically literate citizens. To
develop their capacity to observe, ask questions, and seek
answers. In my opinion, most scientists don’t place enough
value on this goal.
SCA: What did you learn with SCA in 1992 at Chugach
National Forest?

SJ: How to communicate science with a public audience. It is
an art that continues to challenge and inspire me. In addition,
making that mental leap to do something that scared me a bit.
I boarded the plane with fifty bucks and no real idea of what
I was getting into.

SCA: Why do you feel it’s important to support SCA?
SJ: Teaching at NC State, I have many students who grew
up in rural areas with hunting and fishing as their primary
recreational activities, and they want to work outdoors. On the
other side of the spectrum, we have students who grew up
transfixed by the Discovery Channel, who also dream about
working in natural resources.
We take pride in giving students real hands-on experience in
our classes, but that still can’t substitute for an extended professional experience outside the classroom. Getting out there
and doing work in the field convinced me that I was heading
in the right direction. I still tell my students that it was the best
summer of my life.

A Legacy Gift for SCA is an Investment in Both Their Futures...
You can support SCA’s work helping
youth and wildlife alike far into the
future by including support for SCA
in your will or living trust.
To learn more about how you can
help SCA through your estate, visit

thesca.givingplan.net.
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Excelsior Corps Coming in 2016
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo
and SCA have announced the formation of the Excelsior Conservation
Corps (ECC), a 10-month environmental education and stewardship
program designed preserve the
state’s natural assets, provide career
training, and build upon the legacy
of President Franklin Roosevelt’s
Civilian Conservation Corps.

SCA Founder Earns NY Award
The New York State Outdoor Education Association presented
SCA Founder Liz Putnam with its Leadership Award at the
organization’s fall conference in Fishkill, NY. The award recognizes those who advance the field of outdoor education.
In accepting the honor, Liz noted she first conceived of SCA in
her senior thesis at nearby Vassar College. She also underscored the importance of providing youth with opportunities to
enjoy nature. “Social research indicates that when children are
exposed to nature, they are likely to develop a lifelong affinity for the outdoors,” Liz stated. “That means healthier, more
active youth—and a healthier environment, as these young
people are more apt to become advocates for sustainability.”
Before a large crowd which included members of SCA’s
Hudson Valley Corps, Liz added “I encourage you to see
challenges not as daunting problems but as opportunities to
do something positive. You may discover what you truly love
doing. It can even become your life’s work.”

In partnership with AmeriCorps, the ECC will enable 50 young
men and women—including recent military veterans—to serve
together as they restore, protect and enhance the natural
resources and recreational opportunities that are the backbone
of New York’s outdoor experience.
“The Excelsior Conservation Corps will offer young New Yorkers
the opportunity to gain skills and career training while addressing some of our state’s most pressing environmental needs,”
Governor Cuomo said. “This new initiative will help ensure
New York becomes cleaner and greener than ever before.”
ECC members begin work in January, focusing on open space
management, water improvement projects, safety improvements on trails and campsites, tidal marsh restoration, invasive
species removal, habitat monitoring, and climate change and
resiliency measures. Participants will also undergo disaster
training to help communities impacted by extreme weather,
while developing leadership and job skills designed to lead to
a career in conservation or a related field.

Officials Hail New Ranger Program
Pittsburgh and Allegheny County leaders say a summer
pilot program featuring SCA interns as park rangers was
an overwhelming success and they hope to expand the
initiative next year.
To make local parks more welcoming to users, the city and
county significantly reduced the presence of law enforcement
personnel while adding over a dozen rangers, primarily SCA
members, who guided hikes and led interpretive and educational programs. “The park rangers have done a great job of
bringing customer service and an extra sense of wonderment
to our public parks,” said Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto. “You
could tell that these are people who love nature,” added
Allegheny County Executive Rich Fitzgerald.
The SCA rangers were funded by a grant from the Richard
King Mellon Foundation.
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The SCA National Conservation Center
689 River Road
Charlestown, NH 03603-4171

The American Institute
of Philanthropy and
Charity Navigator rank
SCA among America’s top
conservation charities for
fund-raising efficiency.

SCA is a nationwide conservation force
of college and high school volunteers
who protect and restore America’s parks,
forests, and other public lands. SCA’s
active, hands-on approach to conservation
has helped to develop a new generation
of conservation leaders, inspire lifelong
stewardship, and save our planet.
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SCA Teams with The North Face
SCA intern Jeremy Taitano (right) recently emerged from a
nationwide competition as one of four conservation volunteers
to be featured in a global ad campaign sponsored by The
North Face.
“‘Never Stop’ features people who embody the spirit of exploration,” The North Face President Todd Spaletto stated at a New
York City news conference. “It also celebrates the heroes of the
U.S. Department of the Interior’s 21st Century Conservation
Service Corps.”
Jeremy was recognized for his ongoing commitment to
conservation. Growing up in Saipan, Jeremy saw first-hand
the impact of climate change, which instilled a profound
concern for the world’s environment. After his family moved
to Washington, DC, Jeremy served in five SCA crews, two
internships, and numerous community service projects.
“Our natural world is in a state of distress with rising sea
levels and temperatures across the globe,” he says. “I serve
because environmental sustainability is extremely important
in today’s world.”
SCA is an original partner of the 21st Century Conservation
Service Corps and will receive a portion of The North Face’s
$100,000 donation for “inspiring corps members’ caring for
public lands in communities across the country and inviting
others to participate in active outdoor stewardship.”
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